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How to Get the Most Out of Bible Reading 


To derive real benefit from our Bible 
reading, we must have a definite plan 
and purpose. We shall not get much 
out of the Bible if we merely skip about 
in it. 

Methods of Study 

Some people read through the whole 
Bible from beginning to end every year. 
This helps to increase one’s acquaint- 
ance with the Bible as a whole and 
enables one to find one’s way about in 
it more easily. Others spend much time 
studying certain books or sections in 
which they are especially interested. 

Young people will benefit most by 
reading and rereading the New Testa- 
ment, the Psalms, and the Book of 
Proverbs until they know these well. 
Unfamiliar and more difficult books 
can then be added to the program. 

Not everything in the Bible is equally 
important; however, nothing is unim- 
portant. Every part is there for a pur- 
pose — to lead us to Christ. 

Try at times to read a whole book 
of the Bible, especially the shorter ones, 
at one sitting. Some should be read 
very carefully chapter by chapter, espe- 
cially those which contain important 
doctrines and guidance for our lives. 
As we read, we should frequently ask 
ourselves, “What does this say to me?” 


Right Attitude 


The Bible must be read as no other 
book. Through it God is speaking to 
us, and we should say, “Speak, for Thy 
servant heareth.” (1 Samuel 3:10) 

No man can understand the Word of 
God without the help of the Holy Spirit. 
St. Paul explains this truth in 1 Corin- 
thians 2:13, 14, where he says that what 
the holy writers teach they did not re- 
ceive from men but from the Holy 
Ghost, expressing revealed truths in 
fitting (Spirit-breathed) words. Natural 


man cannot accept the things of the 
Spirit because he considers them fool- 
ishness. They can be accepted only 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore, as we read, we should 
pray to God to open the eyes of our 
souls that we may understand and be- 
lieve His Word, as did David: “Open 
Thou mine eyes that I may behold 
wondrous things out of Thy Law. . . 
Give me understanding according to 
Thy Word.” (Psalm 119:18,. 169) 

The teachings of the Scriptures 
should settle all matters for us, as they 
did for Jesus when Satan tempted Him. 

There are indeed difficult passages in 
the Bible, “some things hard to be 
understood” (2 Peter 3:16). Many of 
these will become clear to us if we study 
them in the light of other Bible pas- 
sages. A great help in finding these is 
a Bible with cross references. 

It is a good practice to underscore 
important passages in our Bibles. 

The Bible is never dry, but it does 
demand diligent study. “Search [ran- 
sack, dig] the Scriptures,” Jesus said. 
The Bible is like a gold mine; the 
harder we dig, the more we shall get 
out of it. Store up in your memory as 
many of its golden passages as possible. 


Time of Day 


In order not to lose any of the bless- 
ings that come from prayerful and 
earnest Bible reading, we should select 
the choicest time of the day for this 
purpose, a period when we can read 
attentively and without being disturbed. 

Let us not look upon Bible reading 
as an unpleasant task. It should be for 
us an occasion of real joy and profit. 
We should welcome every opportunity 
to be alone with our Savior and hear 
Him speak to us.— Adapted from 
Concordia Bible Student. 


@ To stimulate the daily use of God’s Word 


@ To make new progress in group Bible study 


@ To help the congregation participate in 
Bible translation and distribution 


churches throughout Synod 
will observe 


Bible Sunday and Bible Week Q 


December 7—14, 1958 


oJ 


Read your Bible 
Bring your Bible to church, Sunday school, and Bible class 


we 


ay 


ivi News of the Church in the World 


California Turns Down 
School Tax Proposal 


California voters on Election Day 
soundly defeated Proposition 16, which 
would have reimposed a property tax 
on private schools below the collegiate 
level. Rejected by a 2%-to-1 margin 
of more than 1,500,000 votes, the plan 
had received widespread publicity. 

“The people of California have vin- 
dicated the principle established 
throughout the United States that, 
while we reject a tax subsidy, we up- 
hold the principle that private education 
will not be taxed,” commented Rev. 
Robert K. Menzel, Lutheran pastor in 
Mill Valley, one of the leaders of the 
opposition to the bill. 

The vote was a defeat for “powerful 
elements who espoused a monolithic 
type of education,” he noted. 

Supporters of 643 Roman Catholic 
and 429 Protestant and nonsectarian 
private schools opposed the tax meas- 
ure. The latter were grouped into 
“Protestants United Against Taxing 
Schools,” which included Missouri 
Synod churches, with about 100 schools 
in California. 

Rev. Waldemar Thiele, another Mis- 
souri Synod pastor active in the fight, 
joined Pastor Menzel in paying tribute 
to Rev. Kenneth Cary, Episcopalian 
clergyman from Pacific Palisades, who 
spearheaded the victory. 

Proponents of the bill included the 
San Francisco Masonic Grand Lodge, 
the Northern California-Nevada Meth- 
odist Conference, the San Francisco 
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church, 
the Commonwealth Club of San Fran- 
cisco, and Protestants and Other Amer- 
icans United for Separation of Church 
and State. 


Elect Two Missouri 
Synod Lutherans 
To Congress 


Two members of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod from adjoin- 
ing states were elected to the U. S. Con- 
gress in the 1958 general election. 

R. Vance Hartke, 39-year-old mayor 
of Evansville, Ind., was named to the 
U.S. Senate on the Democratic ticket, 
rolling up a large majority over Re- 
publican Governor Harold W. Handley. 
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Rev. Walter H. Moeller, pastor of 
Emmanuel Church, Lancaster, Ohio, 
was elected Democratic representative 
from the 10th Congressional District. 
He is the first Lutheran clergyman to be 
elected a representative since Frederick 
Augustus Muhlenberg served in the 
House (1789—1797). 

Senator-elect Hartke, a graduate of 
Evansville College and Indiana Univer- 
sity Law School, has been widely rec- 
ognized for his service to Evansville, 
one of the few cities in the U.S. to 
reduce its crime rate. An active mem- 
ber of St. Paul’s Church, of which Rev. 
Ernest G. Dobelstein is pastor, Hartke 
was a Navy lieutenant during World 
War II. 

Pastor Moeller, a 1935 graduate of 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill., 
served parishes in Preble, Ind.; Van 
Wert, Ohio; and Silver Spring, Md., be- 
fore coming to Lancaster. During his 
Van Wert pastorate he also taught for 
ten years at Defiance College, Defiance, 
Ohio, from which he received an A. B. 
degree. He has an M.S. in Education 
from Indiana University. 

Prevailed on by members of both 
parties to run, Pastor Moeller in his 
first political experience was elected by 
the largest plurality given any candidate 
in the area. Budget for the campaign, 
described “as clean as a hound’s tooth,” 
was estimated at less than $6,000. 


CHAPLAIN MILTON 5S. ERNST- 
MEYER baptizes an infant at the U.S. 
Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Va. Mis- 
souri Synod chaplains in 1957 officiated 
at more than 1,000 baptisms. 
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Retires After 57 Years 
In Lutheran Schools 


Fifty-seven years of teaching in par- . 
ish schools of Synod and last of his 
college class to retire from regular 
teaching is the record of Theodore J. 
Wichmann of Crete, IIl. 

A 1901 graduate of Addison Teach- 
ers College, Mr. Wichmann spent the 
last 31 years at Trin- 
ity ChHOOlLes Crete; 
as principal and 
teacher. His earlier 
fields of service in- 
cluded Joplin, Mo., 
La Grange, Il., and 
Chicago. 

Besides his regular 


duties as_ teacher, 
organist, and choir T. J. Wichmann 
director, Teacher 


Wichmann was active in Walther 
League work, in the Trinity Recreation 
Club, and on church committees. 

He directed the mass choir that 
helped commemorate the 400th anni- 
versary of Luther’s Small Catechism at 
Lincoln Fields. He also served on the 
planning committee for the public 
schools of Crete. 

He was a familiar sight at Trinity 
School and on the playgrounds with his 
shock of silver-white hair serving as an 
emblem of discipline and scholarship. 

Still active and in good health, the 
87-year-old schoolmaster is now supply 
teacher in a neighboring congregation. 

Trinity Congregation in August 1958 
held a service of thanksgiving in his 
honor. Guest preacher was Rev. Carl 
L. Abel, Vice-President of the Northern 
Illinois District. Rev. Alfred T. Kretz- 
mann of Trinity Church was liturgist. 


Dr. Behnken “Willing to Serve” 


“In response to numerous requests, 
Dr. John W. Behnken, President of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, 
has indicated he would be willing to 
serve as head of the 2,300,000-member 
body for another three years ‘if the 
Lord grants me health and, through the 
delegates to our San Francisco conven- 
tion next June, asks me to serve. How 
can a child of God say no?’ Dr. Behn- 
ken is the sixth President of Synod since 
it was organized in 1847.” — Depart- 
ment of Public Relations, The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. 


ig News of the Church in the World 
> 


Israeli Archaeologists 
Find New Tablets 


Israeli archaeologists, reaching the 
historical level of the Exodus period in 
the area of Jaffa on the Palestine coast, 
discovered tablets inscribed with the 
name of Rameses II. 

The name of the “Great” Pharaoh, 
whose oppression of the Israelites re- 
sulted in their exodus from Egypt, was 
in hieroglyphics on foundation stones 
found at the base of a gate in a six-foot- 
thick brick wall. 

Showing evidence of fire, the walls 
were uncovered under the ruins of a 
Hasmonaean fortress during the third 
campaign of excavation in the vicinity 
of the ancient city. 


Cardinals May Vote, 


State Department Rules 


The U.S. State Department ruled 
that the American cardinals of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church do not endanger 
their American voting rights by taking 
part in the election of a new pope. 

Loftus Becker, department legal ad- 
viser, in a letter to Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State said the election is 
primarily religious in character and it 
is only incidental that the new pope, by 
virtue of his position, becomes the ruler 
of the state of Vatican City. 

POAU immediately suggested, how- 
ever, that the issue may be raised in 
American courts by means of a chal- 
lenge to any vote the American car- 
dinals seek to cast in future U.S. elec- 
tions. Dr. Glenn L. Archer, executive 
director of POAU, pointed out that 
“Mr. Becker’s statement is merely a 
legal advisory opinion, not binding 
upon any court.” 


President Represented 
At Pope’s Coronation 


Recognition as “head of the Roman 
Catholic Church,” not as chief of state 
of Vatican City, was the purpose of the 
official delegation that represented Pres- 
ident Eisenhower at the coronation of 
Pope John XXIII, according to Presi- 
dential Press Secretary James C. 
Hagerty. 

The President designated Secretary 
of Labor James P. Mitchell, Deputy 
Under Secretary of State Robert 
Murphy, and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, 
former U.S. ambassador to Italy, as his 
“personal representatives.” 
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The Vatican is not represented at 
presidential inaugurations, the State 
Department said, because the apostolic 
delegate to the U.S. does not enjoy 
diplomatic status. This country dis- 
courages the sending of delegations to 
U.S. inaugurals, the department ex- 
plained, preferring that such represen- 
tation be restricted to accredited heads 
of diplomatic delegations because of 
the shortage of seating accommoda- 
tions. 


Lt. Gieseking 


Active Lutheran Shares 
Missile Team Honors 


Lt. Marlyn E. Gieseking, member of 
Holy Trinity Church, Grandview, Mo., 
belongs to the missile team which won 
top honors at the Oct. 20—30 World- 
wide Weapons Meet at Tyndall AFB, 
Florida. 

Lt. Gieseking is an interceptor pilot 
for the Central Air Defense Force 
F-102A Missile Team, which repre- 
sented the Richards-Gebaur AFB in the 
competition. 

“If this were Russia,” commented 
Rev. Daniel W. Fuelling, his pastor, 
“Marlyn and his team would be widely 
hailed as national heroes.” 

This pilot must be rated “tops” not 
only in his profession but also in the 
work of his year-old congregation, ac- 
cording to Pastor Fuelling. 

Marlyn, a graduate of Illinois Uni- 
versity, is congregational secretary and 
head usher. His wife Marilyn, who 
graduated from Washington University 
School of Nursing, St. Louis, is secre- 
tary of the women’s league and of the 
cradle roll. 
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Ex-Jehovah’s Witness 


On Missionary Tour 


William J. Schnell, converted “Je- 
hovah’s Witness,” is making an eight- 
week missionary tour through western 
Canada and along the west coast of the 
United States. 

Mr. Schnell, whose book Thirty Years 
a Watch Tower Slave attracted wide at- 
tention, addresses public meetings in 
which he describes the origin and the 
teachings of the sect, which began, he 
says, as “a layman’s rebellion in 1876.” 

Besides appealing for Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses to renounce the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society, he offers sug- 
gestions for dealing with Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses who go from door to door. 

Also editor of the Converted Jeho- 
vah’s Witness Expositor, he offers pri- 
vate counseling in his hotel room each 
morning during his tour. 


Parochial School Nurse 
Service Ruled Legal 


Public health nursing service was re- 
stored to the six parochial schools of 
Decatur, Ill., after Illinois Attorney 
General Latham Castle ruled such serv- 
ice neither illegal nor unconstitutional. 

The local board of education had 
stopped the practice on the advice of 
its attorney. But in his opinion, re- 
quested by the board, Mr. Castle con- 
cluded “that neither the statutory pro- 
visions here under consideration nor 
constitutional considerations require 
that children attending private schools 
be precluded from receiving the services 
afforded by the nurse employed by the 
school district.” 


In a New Jersey case, he noted, the — 


United States Supreme Court ruled that 


se hy Sines 


tax-raised funds cannot consistently be 


used for the support of an institution 
which teaches the faith of a church, but 
that New Jersey could not exclude mem- 
bers of any faith from receiving the 
benefits of public welfare legislation. 


CHI Display Marks 
150th Anniversary 


Wilhelm Loehe, a 19th-century Ger- 
man sponsor of American missionary 
activity, is the subject of the current 
display at the Concordia Historical 
Institute on the campus of the St. Louis 
seminary. The exhibit marks the 150th 
anniversary of the churchman’s birth 
and shows his influence on the growth 
of the Lutheran Church in America. 
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Items shown include copies of 
Loehe’s personal correspondence, news- 
papers, and booklets that he published; 
also a copy of his congregational Serv- 
ice Book (356 pages) dedicated to 
Wyneken and containing his (1844) 
signature; such “missionary compan- 
ions” as saddlebags, riding boots, and 
muzzle loaders. 

Although Loehe never reached the 
shores of the New World, he became 
deeply moved by the plea of immigrant 
Christians in America asking for pas- 
tors to serve them. The most insistent 
request for help came from Rey. F. K. 
D. Wyneken, one of the founders and 
later President of the Missouri Synod. 

Few men have contributed as much 
to the outreach of the Lutheran Church 
in 19th-century America as Wilhelm 
Loehe. In addition to promoting evan- 
gelism, particularly within the Missis- 
sippi Valley, he was _ instrumental 
through Dr. Wilhelm Sihler in establish- 
ing a theological school in Fort Wayne, 
Ind. Loehe’s men were among the few 
Lutherans to bring Christianity to the 
Chippewa Indians. He was also the 
motivating force behind the establish- 
ment of the Iowa Synod in 1854, now 
a part of the ALC. 


Polish Schools Secular, 
Gomulka Declares 


Denouncing the Roman Catholic 
Church for “openly and secretly” work- 
ing against his regime, Wladyslaw Go- 
mulka, head of the Polish Communist 
government, announced that the state 
schools will bring up children “in Com- 
munist morality and dialectical materi- 
alism.” 

Mr. Gomulka protested the church’s 
efforts to destroy the secular charac- 
ter of the schools by refusing to re- 
move crucifixes from classrooms and by 
organizing prayers in the schools. 

In Poland the church is separated 
from the state, he said, and a church 
separated from the state must not be 
allowed to become “a state within a 
state.” 

Declaring that the government “does 
not want war with the church,” the 
Communist leader warned against at- 
tempts of “a certain part of the hier- 
archy” to undermine the political regime 
of Poland. 

“Only sick, fanatical minds which 
dream of the medieval supremacy of 
the church over the state can disagree 
with this attitude,” he added. “Time 
cannot be turned back nor history 
halted.” 
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One of Mrs. Dite’s talents 


LWML Officer Directs 


Talents to Church Work 


Mrs. E. F. Dite, Hot Springs, S. Dak., 
district vice-president of the LWML, is 
a person of wide interests and diver- 
sified talents, directed primarily toward 
work for her Savior and His church. 

An artist with special recognition in 
Famous Artists Magazine, having sold 
a number of her own paintings, she 
has also made copies in oil of some of 
the great masters for churches in Hot 
Springs, and in Crawford and Chadron, 
Nebr., namely, “The Ascension,” “Jesus 
Weeping over Jerusalem,” “Jesus in 
Gethsemane,” and “The Good Shep- 
herd.” 

As a student of Famous Artists 
Painting School, Westport, Conn., she 
has been commended in advertising 
brochures for work as a student and 
for sale of pictures. In addition to 
painting in oils she also uses water 
colors and pastels. She has a class of 
young art students and is never too 
busy to help aspiring artists. 

Mrs. Dite has taught the junior Bible 
class at Bethesda, her home congrega- 
tion in Hot Springs, for seven years. 
She has also been president of the 
Women’s Guild, secretary and chair- 
man of the Black Hills LWML Zone, 
served as part-time organist, has sung 
in the choir, and directed three three- 
act full-length plays, which were pro- 
duced at the Hot Springs auditorium. 

Mrs. Dite is a graduate of Chadron 
State Teachers College with a B.A. 
degree. She taught Latin and history 
in high school for three years. The 
Dites were married in 1941 and have 
two children, David, 15, and Jacqueline 
Ann, 13. 

The Christian’s obligation to her 
community has also been fulfilled by 
Elna, as she is called by a host of 
friends. The wife of a successful drug- 
gist, she is a charter member and past 
president of the PTA. — South Dakota 
District Edition. 
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Form Lutheran Church 


Library Association 


The Lutheran Church Library Asso- 
ciation was organized in Minneapolis, 
October 16, to assist member libraries 
with technical problems of setting up 
and operating a church library. 

Besides publishing its quarterly jour- 
nal, Lutheran Libraries, the association 
will furnish lists of books recommended 
for Lutheran church libraries. 

President of the group is Erwin John, 
who has developed a _ 1,600-volume 
library in his own church, Mount Olivet 
Lutheran (Augustana), Minneapolis. 

Ellen Ulland of Central Lutheran 
Church (ELC), Minneapolis, is vice- 
president. Barbara Mattill of Gethsem- 
ane Lutheran Church (Augustana), 
Hopkins, Minn., is secretary-treasurer. 

Miss Mattill is librarian at the Martin 
Luther Library of the Lutheran Brother- 
hood Life Insurance Company, which 
is furnishing headquarters facilities for 
the new association. 


First Bible Society in 
U.S. Marks 150 Years 


The 150th anniversary of the Penn- 
sylvania Bible Society, founded in 1808 
in Philadelphia, was marked by a pub- 
lic meeting there October 28. 

The first Bible Society in the United 
States, it became the pattern for the 
American Bible Society, formed in 
1816, of which it is now an affiliate. 

A prominent patriot of the Revolu- 
tion, Dr. Benjamin Rush, was one of 
the four founders of the Pennsylvania 
society. He was surgeon general of the 
Army, a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, and treasurer of the 
U.S. Mint. 


Formosa Christian U. 


Gets $100,000 Grant 


A grant of $100,000 from the Henry 
Luce Foundation will provide a chapel 
for Tunghai, first Christian university 
in Formosa, founded in 1955. 

A native of Scranton, Pa., Dr. Luce 
went to China in 1897. There he raised 
large sums for Christian-sponsored uni- 
versities and taught at a number of 
colleges, often from books he himself 
had prepared in Chinese. He was for 
many years vice-president of Yenching 
University, near Peiping. 

Dr. Luce was the father of Henry 
R. Luce, editor in chief of Time, Life, 
and other magazines. 


Bay City Church Marks 
30 Years on Radio 


Every Sunday morning for 30 years, 
with one exception, Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Bay City, Mich., has broadcast 
its morning service over Station 
WBCM. The exception was Pearl 
Harbor Day, Dec. 7, 1941, when news 
broadcasts pre-empted the air waves. 

The 30th anniversary was featured 
on Oct. 19, the congregation’s annual 
mission day. Dr. E. R. Bertermann, 
director of overseas operations for The 
Lutheran Hour, was guest speaker. 

Immanuel began broadcasting its 
services monthly in 1926. Popular de- 
mand and the support of the Saginaw 
Valley Conference led to the weekly 
broadcast beginning in October 1928. 

Letters testify that some listeners 
have tuned in every week during the 
entire 30 years. 

For many years also the German 
services were broadcast twice a month. 

Adolph Rehmus and E. J. Miller, 
who helped initiate the broadcast, are 
still members of Immanuel. The com- 
mittee also included Rey. Paul Budach 
and M. G. Graebner, principal of Im- 
manuel School. 

In its new church, dedicated last 
month, the congregation has made an 
elaborate installation for continuance 
of the broadcast. 

Pastors Martin A. Bertermann and 
Theodore Stiegemeyer serve Immanuel 
Church. 


Take Steps to Fight 
“Commercialized Smut” 


On Nationwide Basis 


To strengthen the fight against “com- 
mercialized smut,” Citizens for Decent 
Literature, Inc., recently sponsored the 
first national conference on obscenity. 

More than 250 persons from 18 
states and Canada attended the day- 
long meeting at Cleveland. They ap- 
pointed a steering committee of 11 to 
study the problem and make plans for 
forming a national group. 

If the flood of obscenity is not 
checked, said Charles Keating of Cin- 
cinnati, CDL founder, among its chief 
victims will be the “warped, twisted 
hearts and minds of our children.” 

Dr. Pitirim Sorokin, Harvard Uni- 
versity sociologist, noted that obsession 
with sex has in various forms and 
degrees become so characteristic of 
movies, television, books, magazines, 
and social and cultural institutions that 
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“we now face the prospect of the col- 
lapse of the great cultural mansion of 
Western civilization.” 

“Constant bombardment” with such 
material, said Dr. Clair E. Hubert, Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati psychology profes- 
sor, would affect the most normal per- 
son, “just as the good soldier exposed 
to too much battle finally breaks down.” 


Religious Books on 
Rack with “Comics” 


In her Kokomo, Ind., store Mrs. Inez 
Snyder features religious books along 
with “comics.” 

Mrs. Snyder, a member of Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Kokomo, is “doing 
something positive in an age when 
comic books are said to be more dan- 
gerous to our nation’s youth than fire- 
crackers used to be, and when comics 
and pocket-size books form a billion- 
dollar-a-year business,” writes her pas- 
tor, Rev. R. A. Ritz. 

Among the books of a spiritual na- 
ture are the entire “Parent Guidance” 
series produced by Synod’s Board for 
Parish Education. 

Little Visits With God, the devotional 
book written especially for families 
with children, enjoys a wide distri- 
bution. 

Mrs. Snyder has donated a number 
of copies of Little Visits to needy fam- 
ilies in her neighborhood, according to 
Pastor Ritz. She also gives away 100 
copies of each issue of Portals of 
Prayer. 

Her picture, taken by a staff photog- 
rapher, appeared in one of the daily 
editions of the Kokomo Tribune. 


Mrs. Inez Snyder 
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Briefly Told 


U.S. Is Richer. The United States, 
with only six per cent of the world’s 
population, holds half the world’s 
wealth, a recent estimate shows, while 
50 per cent of the world’s people re- 
ceive less than 10 per cent of its goods. 


Bethesda President Retires. After 
15 years on the board of directors of 
Bethesda Lutheran Home, Watertown, 
Wis., Dr. Otto F. Dierker retired as 
president and board member. He has 
represented Bethesda at conventions in 
the U.S. and Canada since retiring 
five years ago from active practice as 
an eye, ear, nose, and throat specialist. 


Students Teach. More than 50 of the 
250 students at Concordia Senior Col- 
lege, Fort Wayne, are either teaching 
mentally retarded children at two state 
schools or learning the sign language. 


Credits Graham Crusade. Attend- 
ance at the 25-year-old Lutheran Bible 
Forum at Charlotte, N. C., held shortly 
after a two-week Billy Graham crusade, 
was “phenomenal,” according to Rev. 
Leslie F. Frerking, pastor of Ascension 
Lutheran Church and founder of the 
forum. “The Bible Forum is a natural 
to flow out of the Billy Graham pro- 
gram,” he said. “I definitely attribute 
the phenomenal outpouring of people 
to the emphasis of the crusade.” 


Ten $100 Bills. A member of Saint 
John’s Church, York, Pa., came to the 
parsonage with $1,000 cash for foreign 
missions. “I have read the entire special 
September 23 issue of the LUTHERAN 
WITNEss,” he said, “especially . 
about foreign missions. . I was so 
moved ... I felt I just had to do some- 
thing. . . . Please send this $1,000.” 


“Problem” of Women Pastors. The 
Church Assembly of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Finland postponed 
action on the problem of admitting 
women to the ministry. Delegates re- 
committed the issue for further study. 


“Hate” Mail. Banning of so-called 
“hate” mail by Federal law, as proposed 
by some legislators, was opposed by 
the American Council of Churches at 
its fall meeting. Declaring that “what 
is hate to one man is right to another,” 
the resolution states: “Any attempt to 
smother controversial subjects, differing 
opinions, or criticism of existing insti- 
tutions and organizations by the Federal 
Government is a direct reversal of pre- 
cedents set by America’s founders.” 
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GOD BE WIGH 
YOU, PASGCOR 


“Farewell, and God be with you,” 
chorused St. Peter’s Congregation of 
Shaker Heights, Ohio, to its pastor, 
Rey. Arthur Katt, on his recent retire- 
ment. They substantiated their words 
with a love gift of $2,000. 

In his farewell address to the con- 
gregation he had served 33 years, Pas- 
tor Katt said what might be the fare- 
well message of any pastor or church 
Official: 


“On this day of my departure from 
you I am fully convinced of one thing: 
that God so wills it, that His friendly, 
fatherly hand is gently, surely, safely, 
and securely leading us. 


“It is quite inevitable in the course 
of events that things old must even- 
tually be replaced with things new; an 
old car with a new one; old furniture 
and equipment with new; old men. . 
of retirement age by younger men in 
the bloom and strength of life and vigor. 
A new man has new ideas, new ap- 
proaches, new methods. 

“Pastor Braun, my successor, will ini- 
tiate many, many changes which will 
be for the good and welfare and prog- 
ress of our church. I know that you 
will loyally support every progressive 
endeavor of your new pastor. Pastor 
Braun, with all his wondrous gifts, is 
but one. ... He’s not a miracle man. 
Do not expect the impossible of him. 
He'll be able to accomplish very little 
here unless all of you pledge yourselves 
to work with him wholeheartedly for 
the upbuilding of the church... . 


“No two men are alike, and no two 
ministers have the same ways or do 
things in the same manner. Do not say: 
Pastor Katt did not do it that way! or: 
Why doesn’t Pastor Braun do it this 
way? I had my ways; Pastor Braun will 
have his ways. Do not expect Pastor 
Braun to do things the way J did them. 


“In 33 years one is bound to get into 
some very deep ruts which are difficult 
to get out of. I hope and pray that 
you'll not make it still more difficult 
for Pastor Braun to take you out of 
certain well-worn ruts of my making. 
Welcome changes that are wholesome 
changes and progressive moves, that 
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build up the church not only in number 
but also in quality and character... . 


““And now I commend you to God,’ 
Acts 20:32. It is God, not I, who has 
made you what you are today. It is 
God who has made you believing Chris- 
tians and who has preserved you in 
faith until now. He makes us both to 
will and to do. It is He who has begun 
the good work in you. He will perform 
it until the Day of Jesus Christ. 


“God will be with you in the future 
as in the past. He will protect you and 
bless you and will cause this dear church 
of His to flourish and prosper according 
to His will. For He is the Head and 
Lord of this church, having purchased 
it with His own blood... . 

““T commend you to God and to the 
Word of His grace.’ It is through the 
Word of God’s grace, the Gospel of the 
crucified Jesus, that God builds and 
preserves His church, engenders and 
sustains and strengthens faith in each 
member. The Gospel of God’s grace in 
Christ Jesus ‘is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has faith... . 
For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for faith; as it is 
written, He who through faith is right- 
eous shall live. Rom. 1:16, 17, RSV. 


“This ‘Word of His grace is able to 
build you up. All real church growth 
and development is accomplished not 
by pastor and people, except as God’s 
instruments, but solely by ‘the Word 
of God’s grace, which is able to build 
you up.’ This Word of God’s grace you 
have. Be and continue to be church- 
going, Bible-reading people, always re- 
membering that the sermon you miss 
may be the very sermon you need. If you 
resolve not to miss a single sermon by 
Pastor Braun during the next twelve 
months, unless prevented by unavoid- 
able circumstances, then even his very 
first year here will witness spirit and 
action which will astound you.” 

A beautiful art scroll expressing the 
congregation’s appreciation of his serv- 
ice was presented to Pastor Katt. 

He is a member of Synod’s Advisory 
Committee on Bible Translations and 
of the Committee on Hymnology and 
Liturgics. 
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O Blessed Ministry 


O blessed ministry 

Of reconciliation, 

That shows the way to God 

And brings to us salvation! 

By Thine evangel pure, 

Lord, Thou preserv’st Thy 
fold, 

Dost call, enlighten, keep, 

Dost comfort and uphold. 


The servants Thou hast 
called 

And to Thy church art giving 

Preserve in doctrine pure 

And holiness of living. 

Thy Spirit fill their hearts, 

Endue their tongues with 
power; 

What they should boldly 
speak, 

Oh, give them in that hour! 


Yes, bless Thy Word alway, 

Our souls forever feeding; 

And may we never lack 

A faithful shepherd’s lead- 
ing! 

Seek Thou the wandering — 
sheep, 

Bind up the sore opprest, 

Lift up the fallen ones, 

And grant the weary rest. 


Eberhard L. Fischer 
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By GEORGE BEIDERWIEDEN, SR. 


My Church! My Church! 
My Dear Old Church! 


Have you ever heard someone say: 
“Why belong to a church? Why run 
to church every Sunday? Has church 
membership or church attendance ever 
brought you a single penny of profit? 
Isn’t connection with a church rather 
an expense, easily avoided?” 

Such comments, as every Christian 
knows, are conceived and born in ig- 
norance. Whoever speaks thus has no 
conception of the great blessings God 
has in store for him and can actually 
bestow upon him through the church 
and its ministrations. 

Man by nature is hopelessly doomed 
because of his sins. “The wages of sin 
is death,” Rom. 6:23. For his many 
violations of God’s holy Law man is 
subject to God’s curse: “Cursed is every- 
one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the Book of the 
Law to do them,” Gal. 3:10. God, 
however, offers man the one and only 
way of escape from the everlasting 
curse he deserves. In the Church and 
through her means God offers man for- 
giveness of his sins, life, and everlasting 
salvation. 

Here are treasures that are not only 
precious but also most essential. There 
are things that are precious; we might 
enjoy them if we had them, but they 
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are not essential; we can get along 
without diamonds, expensive jewels, a 
mink coat, and the like. These may be 
precious, but they are not essential. 
Some things, however, we must have if 
we are to live —the food we eat, the 
water we drink, the air we breathe, the 
clothing we wear. These are essential. 
Our life depends on them. 


Staggering Price 


In and through the Church God offers 
and conveys to us treasures both pre- 
cious and essential. They are precious, 
the most costly of all treasures. Even 
though they do not cost us anything — 
they are ours by grace: free, without 
money and without price — they have 
cost someone else a staggering price. 
They have cost God’s own Son, Jesus 
Christ, His lifeblood. 

These precious and essential treasures 
which God is desirous of giving us are 
forgiveness of sin through the shed 
blood of Jesus, our Lord, peace ef con- 
science through the redemptive work 
of Christ, our Savior, comfort and 
strength and courage in time of tribula- 
tion and affliction, and the blessed hope 
of everlasting life in heaven. 

How can anyone speak with indiffer- 
ence or contempt of churchgoing and of 
church membership in view of the glo- 
rious blessings which God is minded to 
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Treasures That Are Precious and Essential 


give us through the ministrations of the 
Church? 

God does not convey these great 
things to men directly but indirectly, 
through certain means entrusted to the 
Church. We call these the means of 
grace: the Word of God and the 
blessed sacraments. 


Chief Function 


The Word of God, as it is proclaimed 
by God’s ministers and as it is con- 
nected with the water in Baptism and 
with the bread and wine in Holy Com- 
munion, is the channel through which 
the Holy Spirit offers, conveys, and 
seals to us the great blessings afore- 
mentioned. When, therefore, the Word 
of God, more specifically, the Gospel, 
the glad tidings of Christ and His salva- 
tion, is preached and taught in our 
Christian churches, the Holy Spirit is 
working upon the hearts of the hearers 
that in true faith they might accept 
their Savior. 

This coming to faith in Christ is 
what Scripture calls “being born again, 
not of corruptible seed but of incor- 
ruptible, by the Word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever,’ 1 Peter 
1:23. Paul speaks of this same matter 
when he writes, “He [the Holy Spirit] 
called you by our Gospel,” 2 Thess. 
2:14. Through the Gospel the Holy 
Spirit leads men to faith in Jesus and 
thus gives them the benefits of His re- 
demptive work. 

The chief function and most impor- 
tant responsibility of the Church is to 
preach and teach this Gospel. 


Offers, Gives, Seals 


What applies to the Word applies 
also to Baptism and Holy Communion. 
The Word of God, through which the 
Holy Spirit operates, makes Baptism 
what it is, a means of grace by which 
sinners are made children of God and 
heirs of heaven. “Baptism doth also 
now save us,” 1 Peter 3:21. In his 
Pentecost address Peter invites his hear- 
ers to “repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins,” Acts 2:38. 
Paul speaks of Baptism as a “washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost,” Titus 3:5, that is, a means 
whereby the Holy Spirit creates in us 
a new spiritual life in Christ Jesus. 

Also Holy Communion is a means 
of grace. In instituting this sacrament, 
Jesus said: “This is My blood of the 
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new testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins,” Matt. 26:28. 
When we partake of the Lord’s Supper, 
the Holy Spirit is active in strengthen- 
ing our faith in the forgiveness of our 
sins. It is no wonder, then, that the 
early Christians were so steadfast in 
“the breaking of bread,” Acts 2:42. 
They felt their need of continued for- 
giveness of their sins and frequently 
took advantage of this means of obtain- 
ing it. 

Because Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion are connected with and 
based on God’s Word of promise and 
blessing, each sacrament constitutes, as 
our Catechism expresses it, a sacred act 
by which God through the visible ele- 
ments of water and bread and wine 
“offers, gives, and seals unto us the 
forgiveness of sins which Christ has 
earned for us.” 


Divine Institution 


The Church of Jesus Christ is not 
a club or an insurance company or a 
fraternal organization. The Church is 
a divine institution in which God oper- 
ates through His Word to save men for 
eternity. In the Church God’s Word is 
proclaimed and the sacraments are ad- 
ministered so that poor sinners may 
find peace with God through forgive- 
ness. 

The Church preaches and teaches the 
Gospel of God’s atonement and not 
a gospel of man’s attainment. She pro- 
claims salvation by God’s grace through 
faith in Christ, not a salvation by man’s 
works or so-called good character. 

The Church offers us Jesus, not 
merely as a great teacher, not merely 
as a fine example, much less as a mere 
martyr who was violently put to death 
for His principles, but as our Savior, 
who by His voluntary suffering and 
death has wrought for us and for all 
men an eternal redemption. 


Only Guarantee 


The Church with her preaching and 
teaching of the Gospel is man’s only 
guarantee for peace and salvation here 
and hereafter, as she is also the only 
solution for the world’s problems. Only 
as men accept Jesus as their personal 
Savior will they be truly happy and 
content. Only such faith makes them 
willing and eager to live in peace with 
their fellow men. 

What folly, then, to seek happiness 
and contentment in material things! 
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What a delusion to think that we can 
find satisfaction in the fleeting pleasures 
of this world! Lord Byron, a brilliant 
poet, tried it, but at the end of an 
empty, disappointing,  disillusioning, 
pleasure-seeking life had to confess: 
My days are in the yellow leaf; 

The flowers and fruits of love are gone; 
The worm, the canker, and the grief 
Are mine alone! 


It is even a sad mistake to imagine 
there is abiding peace and happiness in 
the nobler things of life, such as music, 
art, and literature. In themselves com- 
mendable and desirable, they cannot 
uphold and sustain man amid the sor- 
rows, misfortunes, and vicissitudes of 
life — least of all in the hour of death. 


Oasis 


The Church, thank God, has the 
divine means to bestow true happiness, 
real contentment, and abiding peace of 
mind and soul. She conveys to men 
through the Word of the Gospel the 
certainty of the forgiveness of sins, 
the assurance of peace with God, and 
the blessed hope of eternal life, all by 
faith in Christ. 

Oh, how glad we should be when 
Sunday comes and we can go to church! 
Sunday is an oasis in the desert of this 
world where we can refresh our souls 
with the water of life. 

Jesus regularly attended the synagog 
services. Haven’t we all the more rea- 
son to be diligent in our attendance at 
God’s house? 


Blest Sunday morning! What a treat 
To go to church my Lord to meet 
And spend an hour at Jesus’ feet! 


A peaceful feeling o’er me steals 
As once again His Word reveals 
The ills of life and how He heals. 


“Come, thou weary one, and rest; 
Take My yoke — thy sins confessed — 
Learn of Me — thou shalt be blessed.” 


And while I linger, lost in prayer, 
I see Him standing by me there, 
Relieving me of all my care. 


So, near His altar I would wait, 

Until He takes me, soon or late, 

From earthly courts through heaven's 
gate. 


Within His temple there I'll dwell 
And ever of His mercies tell 
And never, never say farewell. 


WITNESS COMMENT | 


“He’s Our Man” 


Who is our man? “The missionary who is the per- 
sonal representative of our congregation in the foreign 
mission field. He is a member of our staff. His full 
salary, like that of our pastor, is paid by our congre- 
gation. As ‘our man’ he renders regular reports of his 
mission activities to our members.” 

How many congregations in the Missouri Synod sup- 
port such a full-time foreign missionary? Some congre- 
gations have two and even three pastors, associates, and 
assistants, vicars, and preaching helps. Many have 
a corps of day school teachers, choirmasters, and or- 
ganists. Some have deaconesses and parish workers. But 
how many have foreign workers on their roster? 

Such an arrangement is prevalent in many non- 
Lutheran Protestant churches. Some support a large 
staff of foreign missionaries. Can it be done in our 
Synod? Recently one of our congregations adopted as 
their own medical missionary a young lady who was 
commissioned to work in the New Guinea field. But 
the members did not stop with the “adopting.” They 
resolved to contribute $600 a year toward her support, 
and this (note well) “over and above their regular mis- 
sion contribution.” 

The last item is important. In such a congregation- 
missionary arrangement financial support of the work at 
large dare not suffer. Certainly there are missionaries 
who would gladly be “adopted” by single congregations, 
and the Foreign Mission Board would no doubt wel- 
come such support. What blessed ties could thus be 
established between congregation and missionary! What 
special interest in particular phases of foreign mission 
work could such an arrangement generate! 

“He’s our man!” 


Always Asking for Money 


“The church is always asking for money.” This com- 
mon complaint is also a statement of fact. 

Why does your church appeal to you for funds? 
“The Lord has need of them” — the same Lord who 
had compassion on the hungry and the poor, the sick 
and the lost. Without money the church cannot fulfill 
its worldwide mission. 

In some European countries, for example, thousands 
of people each week are seeking refuge from the horrors 
of Communism. Governments find it difficult to cope 
with the problem of feeding and housing the refugees. 

“Give ye them to eat,” Jesus says to you. You are 
glad to help feed the hungry. But what can you do? 
Through Lutheran World Relief you can provide 450 
pounds of government surplus food, delivered, for one 
dollar. The actual value of the food is $70. 

Suppose your church never mentioned the need and 
did not ask for money. Would you consider your church 
derelict in its duty? 
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Over in Tokyo a different need exists. The people 
are well fed, but they are spiritually hungry. Synod’s 
handful of missionaries cannot begin to feed them with 
the Bread of Life. 

Jesus says to you, “Feed My sheep.” You cannot go 
to Tokyo; you're not trained to preach and teach. Even 
if you were, it would be an exacting task, But you can 
serve your Lord by supporting the missionaries your 
church has trained and sent to Japan. 

You are eager to serve the Lord with your mission 
contribution. Would you be apt to do so if your church 
didn’t ask for funds? 

The church needs pastors and teachers. Even if you 
wanted to train men and women for the church profes- 
sions, you could not possibly supply the required educa- 
tion. But you can support Synod’s training program. 
Colleges and seminaries could have the facilities to pro- 
vide an adequate number of full-time servants of God 
if each member contributes to the synodical program of 
higher education. 

Wouldn’t you tend to take it for granted that the 
program was going along very well if the church did 
not ask for funds? 

If all members of the Missouri Synod supported the 
work of the Lord as they take care of their personal 
needs, the church wouldn’t have to ask for anything. 
Until that time comes she will continue to plead in the 
name of her Lord, who gave Himself for us. 

“And,” the Savior affirmed, “whosoever shall give 
to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of water 
only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, 
he shall in no wise lose his reward.” 


Fresh and Pure 


She could not understand the necessity to teach the 
pure Word of God, to tolerate no indifference in doc- ~ 
trinal matters. All efforts to explain the value and im- 
portance of “continuing in” the Word seemed to mean 
little to the registered nurse in the pastor’s class. 

Finally, appealing to the nurse’s own profession, the 
pastor reminded her how strict she was in keeping all 
medicine as pure as is humanly possible. 

Yes, she agreed, she would never knowingly use 
impure or adulterated medicine. Hospitals keep their 
drugs fresh and pure. 

Now the pastor made his point: If it is important 
to keep medicine pure, it is far more important to keep 
God’s Word pure — this medicine for the soul. Not to 
teach it pure and complete can be disastrous. 

The nurse readily conceded that as little as we would 
give impure drugs to the sick, so little should we permit 
adulteration when the Word of God is applied to souls 
that are sick with sin. We must insist on purity of doc- 
trine in teaching and practice. Our teaching must be 
drawn directly from the Holy Scriptures, and our prac- J 
tice must not conflict with Biblical truth. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


By Louis P. LocHNER 


Pulitzer Prize Winner 


A dedicated Lutheran 
friend the other day informed 
me that one of the congrega- 
tions of our Synod is building 
or about to build a million- 
dollar church. Somehow I could not burst into an 
ecstasy of joy. I felt that a million-dollar budget for the 
worship needs of one single congregation is out of line 
with the many other needs of our church, with the syn- 
odical deficit of $1,500,000, and especially with the 
challenge to Christians everywhere to carry the Cross 
of Christ into every part of the world in which the 
Hammer and the Sickle of atheistic Communism is mak- 
ing an impact. 

I don’t know the name of the congregation. But 
I congratulate it upon having a live membership that 
can raise $1,000,000. I do not doubt that our brethren 
in that congregation time and again invoked the blessing 
of our Savior upon this project to glorify His name. 

What I wonder, however, is this: suppose Jesus today 
were physically available to us as He was to His disciples 
and, indeed, to the people of Israel generally who were 
His contemporaries. Then suppose that every congrega- 
tion about to embark upon an ambitious program of 
building construction were to invite Jesus to come as 
Supreme Counselor and sit in on the meeting in which 
the project is to be approved. Suppose also that He were 
made the central target of the activities of that church 
until the goal is reached. 

Are you sure that Jesus, after being shown the budget, 
the blueprints, the campaign of fund raising, etc., would 
say in effect, “Wonderful — I could not think of a better 
way of your showing your devotion to My Father in 
heaven and Me than by erecting this glamorous house 
of worship”? 

I don’t know. Perhaps He in His wisdom would 
agree that the overwhelming challenge of our time can 


Loose 


Only One True Religion 


Our Lord’s saying of other sheep — which He is 
also to lead, so that there be one Shepherd and one 
flock — began to be fulfilled soon after Pentecost, when 
the Gospel was preached by the apostles in all the world, 
and it goes on to the end of the world; not indeed that 
all people will be converted and accept the Gospel, for 
this will never happen; the devil does not let it come to 
this. But aside from this fact, the world is hostile to 
the Word and does not want to be rebuked. That is 
why many kinds of faiths and religions will always be 
found in the world. The prediction of one Shepherd and 
one fold means that for Christ’s sake God intends to re- 
ceive as children all who accept the Gospel, no matter 
whether they are Jews or Gentiles. — Luther. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 


Would Jesus Approve? 


Distinguished Foreign Correspondent 


best be met by each congregation vying with its neighbors 
in producing the most costly church plant. I can, how- 
ever, envisage a different kind of reply. 

What I think might happen is this: Jesus would prob- 
ably first commend His followers in that congregation 
for their loyalty to Him and His church, for their spirit 
of sacrifice, for their zeal to bear witness. Then, however, 
He might continue somewhat as follows: “Are you sure 
that, in launching this local project, you have taken into 
account your Christian responsibility to the rest of the 
world?” He might conceivably produce a copy of our 
Lutheran Annual and, turning its pages, recapitulate for 
them the far-flung activities of our Synod. 

He might well continue: “Has it not occurred to you 
that our Father in heaven is giving this generation of 
men one of the severest tests ever given by permitting 
the scourge of Communism to infest whole continents? 
Are you, My followers, doing your share to combat it? 
Have you not noted how your heavenly Father has at 
the same time provided unmatched opportunities for you 
and your fellow Christians to win souls for the Kingdom? 
Ask your missionaries!” 

He might conceivably conclude: “One more thing, 
My beloved followers, and then I must leave you to visit 
several other congregations in a similar situation. Before 
you take the final step, I ask you each to examine your- 
self and make sure that the only motive for launching 
such an ambitious building program is your love for Me 
and your desire to spread My Gospel. If you should find 
that personal pride, a desire to ‘keep up with the Joneses,’ 
an urge to ‘show off,’ a tendency to overemphasize the 
external material side of worship have entered into the 
picture, then I would counsel that you revise your figures 
and place the sums thus saved at the disposal of the 
work for My kingdom outside your own parish.” 

Would that not be something? 


Leaves 


The Unknown Teacher 


I sing the praise of the unknown teacher. Famous 
educators plan new systems of pedagogy, but it is the 
unknown teacher who delivers and guides the young. He 
lives in obscurity and contends with hardship. He keeps 
the watch along the borders of darkness and makes the 
attack on the trenches of ignorance and folly. Patient 
in his daily duty, he strives to conquer the evil powers 
which are the enemies of youth. He awakens sleeping 
spirits. He quickens the indolent, encourages the eager, 
and steadies the unstable. He communicates his own 
joy in learning and shares with boys and girls the best 
treasures of his mind. He lights many candles which, 
in later years, will shine back to cheer him. This is his 
reward. — Henry van Dyke. 
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Rev. Gustav W. Lobeck, District President, welcomes visitors at St. Paul’s Church, Council Bluffs. 


Enough Prospects for 9 Mission Churches 


Gained Through Week-Long 
ALL-IOWA WEST 
PTR MISSION 


Through the first Evangelism Mission conducted by an 
entire District, lowa West congregations enlisted enough pro- 
spective members for nine mission churches of 200 communi- 
cants and 143 Sunday school pupils each. 

The new members will, of course, be added to existing 
congregations. 

Reports from 150 participating churches listed 827 persons 
enrolling in pastors’ classes, 657 requesting membership by 
transfer, and 274 desiring to reaffirm their faith. The total of 
1,757 potential adult members exceeds the communicant mem- 


3 . sa = bership of some Iowa West circuits. 
E ae ae PEON re ie ee Hieh Congregations also reported 1,291 children gained for Sun- 
Pe sol day school and 721 for Baptism. 
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\ _ During Evangelism Week 14,170 lay visitors spoke 
to 24,128 unchurched persons about their spiritual needs 
nd invited them to special services. 


_ Church-member attendances totaled more than 
120,000 at the evening services, which were conducted 


Sunday through Thursday. Total nonmember attend- 
ances were 8,347. 


The Evangelism Mission started with opening rallies 
in 10 circuits, Oct. 26, and concluded with Reformation 
rallies, Nov. 2. 

Guest missioners from surrounding states filled the 
pulpits of the 150 churches. 

From Sunday to Thursday the lay visitors met at 
their churches for supper training sessions. After each When lay visitors of Trinity Church, Hinton, learned that 
period of training and inspiration they went out under one of their mission prospects was Pee rounded up mem- 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit to tell the story of eternal Oe code kere ard ice yesied is 210): 
life in Jesus Christ. 

God blessed their words. 


Rev. Paul Less- 
mann, Peoria, IIl., 
briefs lay visitors 
at supper meet- 
ing. 


Guest missioners appeared on radio and 
TV interview programs. Broadcasting 
over KDSN, Denison, lowa, were 
Ls aa (l—r.): Rev. A. O. Gebauer, Chicago; 
Lawton, Prayer is a vital part of each Evangel- Rev. F. A. Wiese, Schleswig, Iowa; and 
ee ome aon ras snbliasian: Rev. Martin Lopahs, Cicero, Ill. 
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Dr. Bulle and patient 


A CENTENNIAL OFFERING for Val- 
paraiso University was authorized by 
Synod’s Board of Directors, which met 
in St. Louis October 23 and 24. 

Date of the collection was set for 
Mother’s Day, May 10, 1959. 

The synodical and District Presidents 
and Vice-Presidents are invited to a 
special Te Deum service in the univer- 
sity’s new chapel on that day. Dr. John 
W. Behnken will speak at a January 25 
service inaugurating the centennial year. 


Convinced that building costs will 
continue to rise and that they are now 
somewhat stable, the Board approved 
the erection or remodeling of a number 
of buildings at Synod’s schools. This 
action is in keeping with the 1956 reso- 
lution of Synod that capital expenditures 
be included in the annual budgets. 

For Concordia College, Austin, Tex., 
the Board requested final specifications 
for a new men’s dormitory and granted 
permission for bids to be secured on an 
addition to the administration building. 

The River Forest teachers college will 
receive a central service building and 
the first phase of a central heating plant, 
the maximum allowed being $179,300. 
Lindemann Hall is to be remodeled. An 
addition to Eifrig Hall, the new science 
building, is to be erected. 

For the Seward teachers college a 
physical education building, to cost no 
more than $341,500, was approved. 
The school’s board of control was in- 
structed to secure bids on that basis. 

The Springfield seminary will receive 
a new library, office building, and 
dormitory. 

St. John’s College, Winfield, will erect 
a new physical-education building at an 
estimated cost of $325,000. 

A new physical-education building 
was approved for St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo. 

The St. Louis seminary was granted 
permission to remodel some 30-year-old 
dormitories. 

For the St. Paul Concordia two dor- 
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Education Featured in 
October Meeting of Synod’s 


Board of Directors 


DR. W. F. BULLE NAMED EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY OF MEDICAL MISSIONS 


mitories housing approximately 100 stu- 
dents were approved. The old service 
building there will be converted into a 
dormitory. 

All these expenditures are in Synod’s 
1959 budget for capital investments. 


The Board also approved the pur- 
chase of 60 acres adjoining the present 
property at Selma, Ala. This institution 
is operated by the Synodical Confer- 
ence. The Missouri Synod Board can 
only recommend that the Synodical 
Conference proceed with the construc- 
tion of an administration building there. 
The LWML has granted $85,000 for a 
dormitory on the new property. 


In a section of Atlanta, Ga., where 
no Lutheran church is at work, the 
Florida-Georgia District and the Synod- 
ical Church Extension Board plan to 
erect a $50,000 chapel. While the new 
mission will not necessarily be segre- 
gated, it will serve principally a Negro 
population. 


Dr. Wolfgang F. Bulle was appointed 
executive secretary of medical missions. 
Head of Synod’s India Medical Mission 
since 1950, he must return to the States 
in order to safeguard the health of his 
wife and one child. Dr. Bulle would 
replace Rev. Justus Kretzmann, who for 
seven years has served medical missions 
on a part-time basis. 


The Board for Home Missions re- 
ceived permission to appoint a full-time 
resident counselor for South America. 
He will succeed the former executive 
secretary of missions in Latin America, 
Rev. Harold A. Ott, who accepted a 
call to Trinity Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
It is the unanimous wish of the pastoral 
conferences of Brazil and Argentina that 
the counselor live in their midst. 


The preparation of a new curriculum 
guide for Lutheran schools was ap- 
proved. The last guide was published 
in 1943, The Board for Parish Educa- 
tion requested a new guide, particularly 
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for the many “emergency” teachers not 
trained at our synodical institutions. 


The Board launched the new Lu- 
theran Foundation by applying for a 
charter in the State of Missouri. The 
Foundation will seek to secure large 
gifts for the support of Synod’s work. 


Synod’s Survey Commission will 
make its report to the Board of Direc- 
tors at the next meeting, December 17 
to 19. At work since the St. Paul con- 
vention, the Commission has been plan- 
ning a reorganization of the administra- 
tion of Synod. 


California and Nevada 
Ups Budget for 1959 


The California and Nevada District 
Fiscal Conference adopted a 1959 
budget of $23 per communicant. 

The 1958 figure was $21. 

The best that could be done, some 
felt, was to hold the line in 59, 

The Board of Directors proposed 
$22.50. 

After much discussion and prayer the 
conference said, “Twenty-three.” 


Nebraska Harvests 
Record Crop 


“1958 Nebraska Harvest 21 Pct. 
Over Record.” This was the three- 
column headline of the Omaha World 
Herald on October 14. 

The statement was based on an esti- 
mate made by “government observers.” 
Farmers and nonfarmers alike made the 
same observation as they viewed the 
harvest fields during this year of plenty 
— “We have seen nothing like it be- 
fore.” 

“Will this record yield and similar 
bountiful gifts of God be reflected in 
congregational pledges to Synod for 
1959?” asks a WITNESS reader who 
forwarded the item. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Pion ig ot 


ON THE GO 
IN THE 


NORTHWEST 


IN THE GREAT NORTHWEST our 
churches are bearing fruit as abundantly 
as the apple trees for which Washington 
and Oregon are noted. And new seed- 
ling churches are being planted. 

In Aloha, a suburb of Portland, 
Oreg., a new mission was opened two 
months ago. Church attendance from 
the outset has hovered around 150. The 
Sunday school enrolls 90 children. 

A $49,500 chapel seating 200 is 
under construction. Even before the 
building is completed, the District Mis- 
sion Board fears that it will not accom- 
modate the worshipers. Two Sunday 
services will have to be scheduled. 

Trinity Church of Hillsboro, Oreg., 
and Pilgrim Church of Beaverton, 
Oreg., have helped establish the mission 
by releasing almost 70 communicants as 
a nucleus. 

A Lutheran mission has also been 
started in Rockwood, another suburb of 
Portland. When a church site was pur- 
chased there two years ago, the com- 
munity counted few residents. Since 
1957 more than 1,000 new homes have 
been built, and two new housing areas 
are being developed. A complete base- 
ment, not originally planned, has been 
added to the $53,000 church now under 
construction to provide ample room for 
the Sunday school. 

Much farther to the north and still 
a part of the Northwest District is the 
49th state of the Union, Alaska. Its ac- 


Aloha, Oreg., chapel nears completion 
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ceptance as a state is expected to bring 
an influx of population. 

Recently the Northwest District com- 
missioned Rey. Omar Stuenkel of 
Mount Calvary, Portland, to open a 
mission in Fairbanks, Alaska. Ten 
thousand people live within the city 
limits here; 45,000 in Greater Fair- 
banks. 

Pastor Stuenkel left a thriving parish 
in order to meet the missionary chal- 
lenge of Fairbanks. The new chapel 
being planned there will cost approxi- 
mately $160,000. The Northern Illinois 
LWML has granted $15,000 toward this 
mission project. 

On October 20 Pastor Stuenkel 
wrote: “We have had a heavy snow. 
Last night the temperature dropped 
below zero. 

“Last Thursday I drove 100 miles to 
baptize an infant. The roads were very 
icy. I saw about 15 buffaloes. 

“We had a meeting of the men of the 
congregation, 11 in all. We have set 
up a temporary organization and expect 
to establish charter membership on 
January 1.” 

The Lord once said to St. Paul about 
Corinth: “Do not be afraid, but speak 
and do not be silent; for I am with you 
... for I have many people in this city.” 

The same can undoubtedly be said 
about the growing cities of the North- 
west. It is for us to find the people and 
to speak to them the Word of Life. 


Pastor Stuenkel, Fairbanks missionary 
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The First 
100 


Evangelism 
Miussions 


IN THE FIRST 100 evangelism missions 
almost one million people heard the 
Word of God in the preaching phase of 
the program, reports the Department of 
Evangelism on its third anniversary. 

A third of a million lay visitors called 
on the unchurched and witnessed to the 
grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

Another third of a million persons 
were contacted and invited to church 
services. 

Most of the 18,000 unchurched who 
promised to attend the pastors’ classes 
actually came. Those who failed to 
keep their promise were more than com- 
pensated for by new prospects gained 
in the continuing program of evan- 
gelism. 

Approximately 13,000 children and 
adults requested Baptism, and 11,000 
new members were gained by transfer. 

Not all the benefits can be measured 
in statistics, says Rev. O. A. Waech, 
Secretary of Evangelism. Pastors en- 
courage one another in the mission to 
ministers, lay people learn to witness, 
and congregations develop an ongoing 
program of evangelism. 


Coming Evangelism Missions 


Illinois Valley Circuit Jan. 18—22 
Scottsbluff, Nebr., Area Jan. 18—22 
N. San Joaquin, Calif., Circuit 


Jan. 18—22 
Springfield, Ill. Jan, 25—29 
Southern Colorado Area Jan. 25—29 
Waterloo, Iowa Jan. 25—29 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa Feb. 1—5 
Pine City, Minn. Feb. 1—5 
Wichita, Kans. Feb. 1—5 
Calgary, Alta., Canada Feb. 1—5 
Alexandria, Minn. Feb. 8—12 
San Diego, Calif. Feb. 8—12 
Arkansas-W. Tennessee April 5—9 
Rock Island, Il. April 12—16 
Bagley, Minn. April 12—16 
Ontario District April 12—16 
S. Illinois District April 12—16 
Wausau-Merrill (Wis.) April 19—23 


Put these area missions on your 
prayer list. Pray, “Thy kingdom come.” 
Ask God to open the hearts of the hear- 
ers so that they will receive the Word 
with gladness. 
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Prophets ' 


Always Ready 


Amos 4:12: “Prepare to meet thy 
God, O Israel.” 


- The need of preparedness is almost 
axiomatic in our modern life. The 
nation must be prepared to meet an 
attack by the enemy. The businessman 
must be prepared to meet reverses and 
financial losses. 
The season of Advent calls for pre- 

_ paredness. It calls upon people to pre- 


pare to meet their God. During these 


weeks God summons us to such pre- 
paredness in much the same way as He 


_. did in ancient Israel. One of His most _ 


effective tools for putting people on 
their guard is to send them disasters. 

A hundred miners are buried in an 
eastern coal mine. A shocking list of 
casualties follows the crash of a great 
airliner. An entire city is wiped out by 
a devastating tornado. 

Such chastisements are intended to 
move people to greater preparedness. 
_ But what is our reaction? Too often it 
is: Business as usual. Pleasure as al- 
ways. No one knows when God will 
come to require an accounting of us. 
_Let’s make as much money as we can. 
Let’s have as much fun as possible. We 
may die tomorrow. 

Advent has a different accent. It re- 
minds us that our meeting with God 
may come much sooner than we had 
expected. So far we may have been 
spared. The chastisements may not 
have affected us directly. But the Lord 
may strike so much more mysteriously 
-and shockingly when our time does 
come. A sudden heart attack may fell 
the heartiest of us. A wrong move on 
the highway may catapult us into the 
presence of God. 

Or our meeting with God may be 
precipitated, not by our departure from 
the world but rather by the return of 
the Lord Himself to our world. Men 
may be having their day at present; they 
may be exploiting their opportunity to 
the full. But the Day of the Lord is 
coming. It is as certain to come as the 


dawn of tomorrow. What will we do? 


We must prepare for it now. We 
_ must seek our God on His terms: with 
_ a penitence wrought by His chastise- 
_ ment and a faith inspired by His Spirit. 
May He give us the grace that has been 
achieved by His Son and the righteous- 
ness so essential for life with Him. 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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The Gradual 


Already in Oid Testament times it 
was customary for God’s children to 
chant psalm verses between the Scrip- 
ture readings of the Service. Such 
chanting was both a transition to the 
reading which followed and a music 
echo to the passage read. Joseph Jung- 
mann, a noted liturgical scholar of our 
day, puts it thus: “It is in the very 
nature of things that the grace-laden 
message which God proclaims to men 
would awaken an echo of song.” It is 
not surprising to note, therefore, that 
this tradition was taken over by the New 
Testament church and persists to this 
day. 

In our Lutheran Liturgy there is such 
chanting of psalm verses between the 
Epistle and the Gospel of the day. It 
constitutes the Gradual of our Liturgy. 
The name was derived from the Latin 
word gradus. A gradus is a step, and 
the word Gradual was used because 
the psalm verses were sung from a step 
leading to the altar. 


The Alleluia of the Gradual 


Later generations incorporated three 
Alleluias into the Gradual. (Today the 
spelling Alleluia is preferred to Halle- 
lujah; it is also easier to sing.) Origi- 
nally the Church had related these Alle- 
luias to the reading of the Gospel in 
order to give greater prominence to the 
Gospel of the day. However, during the 
Septuagesima season, which follows the 
season of Epiphany and which precedes 
Lent, as well as during the penitential 
season of Lent, the Church kept the 
Alleluias out of her Graduals. It was 
believed that Alleluia was so closely 
related to the Feast of the Resurrection 
of our Lord that it would be better not 
to use the word in Lent, also that it 
might come back with double force on 
Easter Sunday. 


As may be seen in The Lutheran 
Hymnal (pp. 61—67), during Lent and 
pre-Lent a so-called Tract took the place 
of the Alleluia. Some are of the opinion 
that the liturgical word tract was derived 
from the Latin word tractim, which 
means “in one breath.” While the Alle- 
luia had originally been used by itself 
and not as a part of the Gradual, the 
Tract was incorporated into the very 
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body of the Gradual and was thus 
chanted “in one breath” with the Grad- 
ual and hence became a part of it. 


Lutheran Customs Vary 


The Gradual, like the Introit, should 
be sung by the choir. However, while 
the Gradual is perhaps used by the 
Lutheran Church more commonly today 
than ever before in her history, our: 
Church has never enjoyed perfect uni-- 
formity in its use. Some congregations- 
do not use Graduals because they have- 
no choir. The result is that often only= 
the single or threefold Alleluia is sung. 
In other instances the pastor, facing the- 
altar, reads the Gradual, whereupon the 
congregation sings its Alleluia(s). 

Some will recall that in the German 
services formerly conducted in our 
churches a hymn was sung between the 
Epistle and the Gospel, which thus 
served as the Gradual of the service. 
The Germans refer to hymns thus used 
as Graduallieder, Gradual hymns. The 
foremost of these was the rich and 
meaningful chorale We Now Implore 
God the Holy Ghost (The Lutheran 
Hymnal, No. 231), three of whose 
stanzas were written by Martin Luther. 


In some churches a seasonal sentence ~ 


is chanted by the choir throughout the 
respective season, while in others the 
choir sings a composition well suited for 
the day. 

We occasionally note that the Grad- 
ual does not always relate itself well to 


the lessons of the day. This may indi- 


cate that it was related originally to an 
Old Testament reading. Some have 
complained that the texts of some In- 
troits and Graduals are not intelligible 
to people today. However, since their 
texts are from the Bible, it will be 
necessary first to adopt a universally 
accepted translation which is satisfac- 
tory, clear, and simple, since the litur- 
gies of the Church borrow not only their 
materials but also their language from 
translations of the Bible which enjoy 
universal use. We cannot very well re- 
verse the procedure; also in this respect 
the Bible must come first, and the 
Liturgies must then follow. 


WALTER E. Buszin 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
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What's the 
ANSWER ? 


@ What is meant by a “divine call’? 


@ Why did Peter not absolve Simon? 


@ What is the “confessional seal’? 


Question: What is meant by 
a “divine” call of a pastor 
Lab or teacher? 

Answer: This is not a Biblical, but 
an ecclesiastical, or church, term. It 
does not have to do with the minis- 
terial profession or calling as such, 
though this is indeed a divine institu- 
tion (1 Cor. 4:1; 12:28, 29; Eph. 4: 
8-11), but with the procedure of ob- 
taining pastors and teachers. 

The doctrine of the call is an article 
of faith. We believe that when a Chris- 
tian congregation or group of congre- 
gations (District, Synod) through its 
authorized boards or commissions, in 
an orderly and proper manner and with 
sincere prayer for divine guidance, calls 
a qualified man (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 
1:5-9) for full-time ministerial service, 
and when this candidate, after due 
prayer, consideration, and consultation 
accepts the call, God Himself has called 
him to that place. 

That this is not wishful thinking, but 
Scripture doctrine, is evident from Acts 
1:15-26, which tells how the faithful 
at Jerusalem under divine guidance 
called Matthias as the successor of 
Judas, and from Acts 20:28, where 
St. Paul reminds the elders, or pastors, 
from Ephesus that the Holy Ghost had 
made them overseers over their flock. 

This fact is of tremendous impor- 
tance to pastor and congregation. Both 
are to realize that not they, but God, 
brought them together; that the pastors 
owe the congregation faithful service 
for Jesus’ sake (1 Cor. 4:2; 1 Peter 
5:1-3); that the congregation should 
respect them as Christ’s representatives, 
provide for them, and willingly follow 
their guidance as unto Christ (2 Cor. 
#5: (Thess, 52712, 137 Heb. 13:17); 
that neither should lightly nor willfully 
disrupt the intimate relationship which 
God has established but wait until God 
by another call or disability indicates 
that a change is to take place. 
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What applies to pastors also applies 
to properly called teachers in our Chris- 
tian day schools, high schools, colleges, 
and seminaries. These men are not 
pastors, inasmuch as they have not 
been given the oversight of a congrega- 
tion (Acts 20:28). Yet inasmuch as 
they serve on a full-time life-time basis 
as teachers of religion, they are the 
possessors of a divine call. They, like 
the pastors, are gifts of the ascended 
Christ to His church and may, if their 
call was properly and legitimately ex- 
tended, received, and accepted, rightly 
feel that God Himself providentially 
led them to that specific field of labor. 
tle Peter not absolve Simon 

“l= the sorcerer when the latter 


requested him and John to pray to 
God that he be spared? 


Answer: A definite answer to this 
question could be given only if we knew 
all the details of this strange incident. 
St. Luke reports that Simon believed 
the preaching of the evangelist Philip 
and was baptized by him (Acts 8:13). 
But when Peter and John came to 
Samaria and Simon saw that through 
the laying on of their hands the Holy 
Ghost was given to people, he who had 
formerly enjoyed such great notoriety 
through his sorcery (vv. 9, 10) sought 
to buy from the apostles the power 
also to impart the Holy Ghost to peo- 
ple. His heart was not right with God, 
said Peter, and he should repent of this 
grievous sin in order that it might be 
forgiven. Now Simon did subsequently 
request Peter and John to pray for him 
that the Lord might spare him from the 
threatened punishment, but more than 
that St. Luke does not record. 

Two explanations are therefore pos- 
sible for the failure or refusal of the 
apostles to absolve Simon. The one is 
that they did not regard his repentance 
as genuine, which in view of St. Peter’s 
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Question: Why did the apos- 


words in verse 23 is the more likely 
explanation. The other is that Simon’s 
repentance might have been genuine, 
but the holy writer does not say so. 

If therefore the assumption that the 
apostle did not absolve Simon is cor- 
rect, we may be sure that the reason 
for his refusal was his conviction that 
Simon was not penitent. 


Dd Question: What is meant by 
e the term “confessional seal’’? 


Answer: The term “confessional seal” 
is used to denote the solemn obligation 
and pledge of a pastor not to disclose 
a matter that has been confessed to 
him in confidence. When a guilt-laden 
individual comes to a minister of Christ 
seeking release from his inner burden 
by baring his soul in contrite confes- 
sion, the understanding is that this mat- 
ter be kept strictly confidential, even 
if the pastor should be called upon to 
state the content of the confession in 
court. It has happened that judges have 
declared in contempt of court pastors 
unwilling to violate the confessional 
seal, but higher courts have usually 
reversed the verdict. Our laws respect 
the sanctity and inviolableness of such 
confessional secrets. 

Lest anyone think that our pastors 
thereby become guilty of shielding law- 
breakers, let it be said that a faithful 
minister of Christ will not merely hear 
the confession and absolve his client, 
but will first seek to assure himself that 
the individual is truly penitent, which 
may make necessary, if a crime against 
another person was committed, the 
straightforward counsel to give himself 
up to the authorities and to bear the 
consequences of his misdeed. But with- 
out the client’s express consent, a pas- 
tor is not at liberty to share the nature 
of the confession with anyone, but must 
guard the secret with sealed lips. 


O. E. SOHN 
Lay 


Mr. Gerber teaching in the old school New school for missionaries’ children 
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NEW GUINEA SCHOOL 


The classroom building, of frame construction with 
galvanized roof, has two 2830 rooms. It also provides 


LhA\D CO pT ETIO N OF 
I Q NLU ME LE t YN 


Children of Synod’s missionaries in the Western High- 
lands of New Guinea eagerly look forward to the comple- 


tion of Highland Lutheran School near the Yaibos mission 
station. 

Construction of the building was started early this year, 
when the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League dispatched 
the first $10,000 of its $60,000 mite-box appropriation for 
this mission project. 


a library, workroom, cloakroom, and washrooms. 

Not far from the school building is the dormitory-dining 
room, which will be under roof before the rainy season 
sets in. 

Don Gerber, who came to New Guinea in August 1957, 
will teach in the new school. 


HUMAN BRAWN 


Have you ever wondered why build- 
ing in India takes so long? 

Pictures of the expansion of Con- 
cordia Theological Seminary, Nager- 
coil, South India, demonstrate the use 
of man’s first tools — his hands. 

The only mechanical device em- 
ployed is the stone wheel for mixing 
lime, and that is operated by bullocks. 

Mr. Abraham, the contractor, 


also 
Lime mixture is poured in for grinding 


End of classroom shows covered corridor 


Workers pound concrete into foundation 


BUILDS NAGERCOIL SEMINARY 


built the first two units of the sem- 
inary in 1932. 

The present construction will add 
two buildings and covered corridors to 
connect with the original units. 

Weather permitting, the work will 
‘be finished before Christmas. 

A mite-box grant of $15,000 from 
the Northern Illinois District LWML 
is financing the project. 


Mr. Abraham supervises masonry 
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Extremes in Liturgy 


The October issue of the Lutheran 
Layman presents a letter to the editor 
by a layman questioning the “meaning- 
fulness” of the liturgy used in our 
churches. 

This layman, who signs himself 
“Honestly,” takes exception to some 
articles “on the alleged ‘meaningfulness’ 
of our liturgy.” His chief objection is 
that the language of the liturgy is not 
such as the average worshiper under- 
stands. He requests the editor to “invite 
your lay readers to express themselves 
on just how ‘meaningful’ such readings 
are to the average worshiper.” He 
states that after a service (the 13th 
Sunday after Trinity) he asked two 
friends if they had any idea what the 
Introit meant. One answered: “Frankly, 
I wasn’t listening.” The other admitted: 
“IT never expect to understand these 
things.” 

This layman “Honestly” 
a serious and important matter. We 
should give it serious thought. The 
fact that recent issues of the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS contained a number of Pro 
and Con letters on this subject empha- 
sized all the more that we should con- 
sider the matter seriously. 

When we speak of “our liturgy,” we 
mean the form of our public worship, 
the arrangement of our services. In its 
wider sense it includes everything from 
the intonation of the prelude to the 
last note of the postlude. It includes 
everything the pastor says or chants at 
the altar and the responses of the con- 
gregation. It embodies the confession 
of sins, the prayers, the confession of 
faith, the hymns, the sermon, the bene- 
diction, and every other part of the 
service. 


presents 


Liturgy Is an Adiaphoron 


One of the important points which 
we must remember is that no particu- 
lar type of liturgy is commanded by 
God. The Bible nowhere has com- 
manded that we must use just this or 
that form. If such were the case, we 
would have many offenders. Then no 
one would ever be permitted to make 
any changes or to omit any part of it. 
This is true of every form we may use, 
the Order of Morning Service, the Or- 
der of the Holy Communion, the Order 
of Matins, the Order of Vespers, or the 
Order of the Confessional Service. But 
we know that God has not prescribed 
any specific order for us. Hence we 
speak of the liturgy as an adiaphoron, 
something which is neither commanded 
nor forbidden. 
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By John W. Behnken 


Under no condition dare anyone 
make a law about the liturgy or any 
features connected with it, or concern- 
ing the customs which appeal to us or 
the vestments which are worn by the 
pastor, the organist, and the choir. We 
must not attach too much importance 
to any of these adiaphora. 

A devotion was conducted in the 
chapel of one of our colleges which had 
placed a special light, an aeterna lux, 
into the chancel. Someone had not at- 
tended properly to the light, and it went 
out during the devotion. One of the 
men was then reported to have said: 
“That ruined my whole devotion.” 
When so much significance is given to 
such an external matter, when a per- 
son’s devotion depends on whether 
a certain light is burning or not, then 
there is something wrong with his 
thinking. 

Or take another example. The entire 
liturgical service is looked upon as 
a unit. Hence some have drawn the 
conclusion that nothing dare be done 
which might in any way disturb this 
unity. They consider any announce- 
ment, no matter how important it may 
be, whether it pertains to the congre- 
gation, the District, or the church at 
large, out of place since it would be 
a disturbing factor. While we would 
certainly not want our services cluttered 
up with announcements of trivial and 
unimportant matters, we must remem- 
ber that we must never go so far as to 
make a law of an adiaphoron. 


Some Liturgy Is Necessary 


However, it is evident that there 
must be some order of service if Chris- 
tians are to assemble for worship. Even 
church bodies which claim to be non- 
liturgical have some order of service 
which they follow. They sing hymns; 
they pray; they have the reading of 
Scripture; they have the benediction. 

Some of the Old Testament temple 
ceremonies, including the vestments of 
the priests, were very elaborate. Just 
what order of service the Christians in 
apostolic times followed cannot be defi- 
nitely determined. Since they assembled 
in the synagogs and, when expelled 
from there, in the homes of Christians, 
IACISH One ee Ome Oso 4a 1: 
Col. 4:15, and since, during the days 
of the persecution, they worshiped in 
catacombs, their services must have 
been rather informal. Much later, and 
then gradually, did the services become 
formal. 
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Luther grew up when a very formal 
but also a much-abused liturgy was in 
use. When God led him into the work 
of the Reformation, his chief objective 
was to restore the true Scriptural doc- 
trine. 

This necessitated the restoration also 
of the liturgy, for the church’s liturgy 
must be in full agreement with Scrip- 
ture. Luther’s aim was not to change 
the ceremonies, which bore the approval 
of the church of the Middle Ages, but 
to cleanse them of abuses. The Roman 
Church no longer emphasized the ser- 
mon and had made a meritorious work 
of the service, as it does to this day. 


Another important objective which 
Luther had in mind was to have the 
congregation take part in the service. 
Not merely the clergy, as in the Roman 
Church, but also the laity was to par- 
ticipate. Hence you will find that our 
liturgy contains many responses on the 
part of the congregation, such as the 
confession of sins, the Gloria Patri, the 
Kyrie, the Gloria in Excelsis, the con- 
fession of the Creed, the Offertory, and 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Liturgy Must Be Meaningful 


Unfortunately, Mr. “Honestly” cites 
as examples the Introit, the Gradual, 
and the Epistle Lesson. The former are 
verses from the Psalms, and the latter 
are selections from the letters of the 
apostles. All are God’s Word. We 
surely would not want to criticize this. 
Of course, some are readily understood 
and some are difficult. Read 2 Peter 
3:16. As for the standard Epistle se- 
lection, the pastor undoubtedly has 
preached on it and explained this Word 
of God to the congregation. 


The liturgy can be “meaningful” 
only when we can take an active part 
in it. It must not become a mere 
matter of rote or routine. Right here 
is where I personally experience diffi- 
culty. I must ask God for grace to 
keep my thoughts on the words of the 
liturgy. To repeat the same wording 
Sunday after Sunday may get to be 
mere routine. The lips are active, but 
the mind and heart are not taking part. 
Our hymnal suggests certain variations. 
I understand that for a reprint of the 
present hymnal this matter will receive 
further consideration. 

Mr. “Honestly” mentions another 
matter which definitely must be given 
attention. I take it that this “friend” 
of whom he wrote was a regular church- 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Born of Mary for All 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“She [Mary] was not delivered or 
liberated from sin into which she had 
fallen, nor was she cleansed from sin 
with which she had been _ infected; 


rather she was preserved and kept from 
falling into sin, the infection of original 
sin was prevented in her case and at 
the very first instant of her existence in 
her mother’s womb... . 


“Born of the Virgin Mary!” So 
we confess in the Apostles’ Creed 
about our Lord Jesus Christ. In this 
season of Advent we are loud in our 
thanksgiving to God that He made 
Jesus, born in lowly and humble cir- 
cumstances at Bethlehem, our flesh- 
born Brother. He came into this 
world, “born of a woman, born 
under the Law, to redeem those who 
were under the Law, so that we 
might receive the adoption as sons.” 
(Galatians 4:4, 5, RSV) 

Among those whom He came to 
save from sin, inborn and actual, was 
also His mother Mary. The Bible is 
quite clear that all men are sinners; 
it takes pains to establish that there 
are no exceptions. St. Paul in his 
Letter to the Romans, for instance, 
heaps up passages from the Old Tes- 
tament which say: “None is right- 
eous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10, 
RSV) 

The Bible knows no exceptions 
among those who have sinned. The 
writer of the sacred Letter to the 
Hebrews (4:15) puts all human be- 
ings in a common category and then 
excepts Jesus from among _ those 
who sinned. Surely, somewhere the 
Scriptures would have told us that 
Mary was sinless, had that been the 
case. 

That Jesus was born of a sinful 
mother adds to the assurance that 
He was born as the Savior of. all 
mankind. He came to save His 
people — among whom Mary num- 
bered herself at Bethlehem — from 
their sins. “Unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior,” 
the angels said to the shepherds. 
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Comment 


“The preservation of Mary from in- 
heriting the state of original sin is com- 
monly called her Immaculate Concep- 
One 


“Mary Rejoiced in God — Her Savior!” p. 25 
in Yes, the Mother of God WILL Help You, 
No. 24, K. of C. Religious Information Bureau, 
St. Louis. 

“The absence of sin in Mary meant 
holiness — a holiness in which she 


steadily grew... .” No. 24, p.27. 


Mary pondered these words in her 
heart after she was told them by the 
shepherds. 

Simeon says that the salvation of 
the Lord prepared in the presence 
of all people was for Gentiles and 
Jews alike. He was one of these 
Jews. So was Mary, who had come 
with an offering for purification. 
Isaiah foretold that all flesh would 
see the salvation of the Lord; Mary 
rejoiced in that salvation. Her Son 
was born as the Savior of all. 

It belongs to the humiliation of 
the Son of Man that Mary was born 
a sinful being. We need not mis- 
interpret the Scripture by claiming 
for her a sinlessness and holiness. 
Christ took upon Himself the flesh 
and blood of the children of men, 
and He was found in the fashion of 
a man. Had God wanted to save 
any of mankind’s fallen race in some 
other way, He would have saved all 
in that way; it is not conceivable 
that He would have made only the 
mother of the Son of God sinless. 

At Christmas time we see the 
swaddling clothes and the manger 
and with them the loving care which 
Mary exercised for her First-born. 
We see the adoration of the humble 
shepherds, who went with haste to 
see this Child in a manger. With 
them we glorify and praise God for 
all that we, too, have seen and heard. 
Unto us a Child is born; unto us 
a Son is given. For us and for all 
the Child of Mary was born; unto 
us and unto all the Son of God was 
given. Thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable Gift—a Gift for all. 


Cart S. MEYER 
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“She’s Gone Home’ 
By EoJ20rto 


Human beings and human language 
certainly are frail things when you come 
to think of it. We can state what we 
call a “fact” and yet fail to convey 
the truth. 

For example, last night down at Pitts- 
field, on a hospital chart bearing the 
label “Mrs. E. T. Otto — admitted 
10 A. M.,” Dr. Vargas signed his name, 
noted the time “6:36 P. M.,” and under 
“cause of death” wrote “cerebral 
hemorrhage.” These are precise tem- 
poral and medical “facts,” but do they 
tell the truth? 

Or, take my telegram to the West 
Coast — “After a stroke this morning, 
Mother died this evening at 6:30. 
Funeral tentative Thursday.” This, too, 
is “true,” but is it “the truth’? 

We might add the item in tonight’s 
paper, which will read like this: “Mrs. 
E. T. Otto, wife of Rev. E. T. Otto, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
here in Pittsfield, died at Illini Hospital 
Tuesday evening after an illness of one 
day. She is survived by her husband, 
three sons, etc.” We'll look it over and 
say that “the paper got it right.” Yes, 
it’s right — as far as it goes. 

Even eyewitness accounts, often 
highly regarded, are of little help. We 
in the hospital room saw a person rest- 
ing quietly, eyes closed, with no move- 
ment except for the gentle rise and fall 
of the bed sheet as the breathing con- 
tinued its steady rhythm. As the hours 
wore on, the breathing slowed and 
finally stopped. She’s gone. Thus the 
eyewitness would speak, but is it the 
“truth”? 

Still laboring with human language, 
I think this would come closer: Yes- 
terday evening God, sitting on His 
great white throne, was looking down 
on all His children. As His eyes crossed 
the boundaries of states and nations 
and oceans, they fell on Mom and 
stopped there. 

As He paused for a moment’s reflec- 
tion, His big heart was filled with pity, 
and turning to the tall bright angel at 
His right hand, He said: “Gabriel, go 
down to Pittsfield and find sister Marie. 
She has borne the burden and the heat 
of the day, and she’s tired. Bring her 
to Me.” 

Gabriel didn’t say a word. With the 
speed of light he went — out through 
the gates of pearl, down past suns, 
moons, and stars, until he came to 
where she was. She saw what we could 
not see, but Gabriel didn’t frighten her, 
and as he took her in his arms, she 
smiled. 

Once more Gabriel flew — out be- 
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yond the evening star, up beyond the 
morning star, until he came to the 
great white throne, and there he laid 
her in the arms of Jesus. He wiped the 
tears from her eyes and smoothed the 
furrows from her.brow, saying softly, 
“Take your rest, take your rest.” 

Meanwhile the angels gathered round 
and chanted: “Heartbroken husband, 
grief-stricken sons, weep no more, weep 
no more. She is not dead, she’s gone 
home.” 

Of these five ways of saying the 
“truth,” which one would you choose? 
... L agree with you. — Central Illinois 
District Edition 
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goer. If such a one claims that he 
does not understand, then there are 
many others in our congregations who 
do not understand. What about all 
those who have joined our church as 
adults? Shall we merely take for 
granted that they know all about the 
liturgy? Our congregations, especially 
our pastors and teachers, have an obli- 
gation to fulfill. They must explain the 
liturgy to the people. This should be 
done repeatedly so that our people 
really know and understand it. If our 
liturgy is truly our form of worship 
and if we want our people to worship 
intelligently and to appreciate the fact 
that they may take part in the worship, 
then we must aid them to understand 
what they are doing. 

Briefly stated, not the liturgy but the 
preaching of God’s Word and the ad- 
ministration of the Sacraments are the 
matters of real importance. With re- 
gard to the liturgy, let us not go to 
extremes but remain sane and sound. 
And let us enable our people to take 
part in it intelligently and worshipfully. 


Deaths 


WALTER A. BAEPLER, Sept. 21, 1893, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., to Oct. 9, 1958, Spring- 
field, Ill.; son of Dr. Andrew and Sophia 
Birkner Baepler; graduated St. Louis semi- 
nary, 1914; D. D., 1952; parishes: Haul- 
tain, Sask., Can.; McEachern, Sask.; 
Winnipeg, Man.; Field Secretary and Vice- 
President of the Manitoba and Saskatche- 
wan District; professor, Concordia College, 
Edmonton; Concordia Seminary, Spring- 
field, Ill., 1936—53, when he became pres- 
ident. Survivors: Martha Fritz Baepler; 
sons Chaplain Walter, Jr., Richard, and 
Donald; daughter Marjorie Griffin. Fu- 
neral: Oct. 13, Springfield; interment, Oak 
Ridge Cemetery. 


WALTER E. BEINKE, June 19, 1891, 
Blue Earth, Minn., to Aug. 19, 1958, 
Chester, Ill.; son of Louis and Hannah 
Bosse Beinke; graduated Addison: teachers 
college, 1912; schools: North Judson, 
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Ind.; Cleveland, Ohio; Chester, Ill., 1926 
to 1944, when he resigned. Survivors: 
Hulda Decker Beinke; daughter Elinore 
Lauterjung. Funeral: Aug. 22, Chester. 


ERHARDT W. DUESSEL, Sept. 30, 1903, 
Bristol, Conn., to Oct. 16, 1958, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; son of Rey. Otto and Eva 
Bornkessel Duessel; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1925; parishes: First Trinity, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Zion, Bridgeville, Pa., 
1926—37; St. Paul, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1937 
to 1958. Survivors: Irene Walker Duessel; 
sons David and Thomas; daughter Caro- 
lyn Fagan. Funeral: Oct. 20, Pittsburgh. 


Henry F. EHLEN, April 18, 1888, Wa- 
conia, Minn., to Aug. 20, 1958, Chaska, 
Minn.; son of Henry and Katherine Lin- 
demeier Ehlen; graduated Addison teach- 
ers college, 1909; served St. John’s Lu- 
theran School, Chaska, Minn., 1909—57, 
when he retired because of ill health. 
Survivors: daughters Elsa Pape and Ger- 
trude Schmalz. Funeral: Aug. 24, Chaska; 
interment, Chaska. 


BERTHOLD HEIN, Feb. 27, 1888, War- 
saw, Poland, to June 23, 1958, Benson, 
Minn.; son of Carl and Emilia Lausch 
Hein; graduated Springfield seminary, 
1911; parishes: Inglis and Russell, Man., 
Can.; Boulton, Sask.; Scranton, Pa.; Sauk 
Rapids, Janesville, Hancock, and Annan- 
dale, Minn. Survivors: Anna Basler Hein; 
sons George, Theodore, Harold, and Or- 
ville; daughters Elsie Midtling, Irma 
Brockberg, Arlene Flesch, and Adelaide. 
Funeral: June 26, Benson; interment, Ben- 
son City Cemetery. 


EpwarD J. HOEFERKAMP, March 10, 
19023 Seymour; Ind. eto) Oct: 19 1958; 
Marysville, Ohio; son of Dietrich and 
Elizabeth Frey Hoeferkamp; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1926; parishes: To- 
peka, Ill.; Chicago, Ill.; Jonesville, Ind.; 
and Marysville, Ohio. Survivors: Esther 
Wright Hoeferkamp; sons Rev. Robert, 
Harold, and Donald; daughter Anita 
Schaefer. Funeral: Oct. 22, Marysville; 
Oct. 23, Seymour; interment, St. Paul’s 
Cemetery, Jonesville. 


HERMAN R. LINDKE, Sept. 9, 1884, 
Medina, N. Y., to Aug. 17, 1958, Medina; 
son of Karl and Fredericka Schulz Lindke; 
graduated Martin Luther Seminary of the 
Buffalo Synod, 1908; pastor, Holy Cross, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 1910—53, when he re- 
tired; Vice-President of the Eastern Dis- 
trict, 1931—45. Survivors: sons Karl and 
Paul; daughters Esther Beck and Elizabeth 
Newman. 


FREDERICK J. Mack, May 15, 1888, 
Wiirttemberg, Germany, to Oct. 20, 1958, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; son of Jacob and 
Christiane Unterkircher Mack; graduated 
Springfield seminary, 1913; parishes: 
Sandstone and Hinckley, 1913—23; North 
Branch and Bradford, 1923—45; Vernon 
Center, Minn., 1945—53, when he retired. 
Survivors: Alvina Pingel Mack; sons Revs. 
Alvin, Victor, and Martin. Funeral: 
Oct. 23, Minneapolis. 


HERMAN W. PETERSEN, Jan. 4, 1891, 
Chicago, Hl., to Oct. 20, 1958, Tampa, 
Fla.; son of Peter and Wilhelmina Ritke 
Petersen; graduated Springfield seminary, 
1913; missionary to Brazil; parishes: Elm- 
hurst; Buffalo, N. Y.; service pastor, 
Temple, Tex., and Kansas City, Mo.; in- 
stitutional missionary, Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
1945—56, when he retired. Survivors: 
Hilda Kumnick Petersen; sons Walter and 
Daniel; daughters Joan Reimer, Barbara, 
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and Thea. Funeral: Oct. 25, Forest Park, 
Ill.; interment, Hammond, Ind. 


WALTER F. Preuss, Oct. 25, 1897, 
Friedheim, Ind., to Oct. 20, 1958, Rapidan, 
Minn.; son of Rev. Christian and Emma 
Fodtman Preuss; graduated St. Louis sem- 
inary, 1920; parishes: Iona; Jasper; Rapi- 
dan, Minn., 1920—58. Survivors: Marion 
Luedtke Preuss; son Eugene; daughters 
Margaret Gaulke and Velma~ Erickson. 
Funeral: Oct. 23, Rapidan; interment, 
St. John Cemetery. 


RALPH J. SCHULZ, June 22, 1890, Sagi- 
naw, Mich., to Sept. 18, 1958, Lansing, 
Mich.; son of Fred and Christiana Born 
Schulz; graduated Addison teachers col- 
lege, 1911; schools: Chicago, IIl.; Hinsdale, 
Ill.; Saginaw, Mich.; Lansing, Mich., 1933 
to 1946; Cicero, IIl., 1946—56. Survivors: 
Melanie Agather Schulz; daughters Mela- 
nie Dasler, Vera Flood, and Doris Bickel. 
Funeral: Sept. 22, Lansing, Mich.; inter- 
ment, Holy Cross Cemetery, Saginaw, 
Mich. 


GUSTAV ALBERT SCHULZE, Dec. 6, 1879, 
New York City, to July 24, 1958, Peeks- 
kill, N. Y.; son of Rev. Ernst and Louisa 
Langheinrich Schulze; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1901; parishes: Middletown, 
Conn.; Schnectady, N. Y.; Albany, N. Y., 
1911—-50, when he retired; Vice-President 
of the Atlantic District, 1927—31. Sur- 
vivors: Paula Steup Schulze; sons Rev. 
Eldor, Arnold, and WHartwin. Funeral: 
July 27, Peekskill; interment, July 28, 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Cemetery, Albany. 


Epwarp H. STEyYER, April 3, 1893, 
Dodge, S. Dak., to Sept. 22, 1958, Dallas, 
Tex.; son of F. and Ada Koch Steyer; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1916; 
parishes in the state of Texas: Palacios, 
Vanderbilt (Edna); Lexington; Cisco, 
1928—44. Survivors: Amalia Burgdorf 
Steyer; sons Vernon, Edward, and Rich- 
ard; daughter Lorna. Funeral: Sept. 24, 
Dallas. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Dingel, Arthur C., Mount Calvary, Detroit, 
Mich., by Louis H. Koehler, Oct. 19. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Krentz, Eugene L., St. Paul, Susanville, Calif., 
by Emil P. Leising, Oct. 5. 

Reich, Raymond D., Zion, Rockville, Mo., by 
Norbert F. Roschke, Oct. 12. 


Unterschultz, Don, Gethsemane, Edmonton, 
Alta., by W. F. Schoepp, Aug. 31. 
Installed: PASTORS 


Bartz, Robert O., St. Peter, Arlington Hts., Ill1., 
by W. H. Mehlberg, Oct. 12. 

Bernthal, A. I., St.John, Denver, Iowa, by 
Pres. W. D. Oetting, Oct. 5. 

Bickel, Arthur O., Beautiful Savior, Broom- 
field, Colo., by Pres. H. H. Hellbusch, 
Oct. 19. 

Broeske, Donald E., Peace, Fresno, Calif., by 
A. F. Volmer, Oct. 12. 

Brown, Edwin T., Messiah, San Antonio, Tex., 
by Eric Wagner, Oct. 19. 

Brueggemann, Eugene, Faith, Kent, Ohio, by 
W. H. Werning, Oct. 26. 

Geihsler, Walter F., University Hills, Denver, 
Colo., by Pres. H. H. Hellbusch, Oct. 26. 

Griesse, Reinhold W., as campus pastor, Con- 
cordia, Pullman, Wash., by T. E. Dorpat, 
Oevenios 

Habel, Norman, Trinity, Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Robert J. Riedel, Oct. 26. 

Hofmann, Eldred L., Immanuel, Aurelia, Iowa, 
by Adolph Noack, Oct. 26. 

Horn, Oscar H., Zion, Victorville, Calif., by 
Paul C. Neipp, Oct. 19. 
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Kaden, Kenneth P., asst., St. Stephanus, St. 
Paul, Minn., by Theo. H. Goehle, Oct. 12. 
Kaestner, Harold, Christ, Lubbock, Tex., by 

Orville A. Buntrock, Oct. 12. 

Kirk, Walter A., Hope, Aurora, Colo., by Pres. 
H. H. Hellbusch, Oct. 12. 

Laabs, Ernst A., as assoc., St. Paul, Napoleon, 
Ohio, by A. C. Hahn, Oct. 5. 

Mommens, August, Trinity, Hebron, Nebr., by 
E. C. Werner, Oct. 12. 

Rathgeber, Edward R., St. Matthew, Westfield, 
Tex., by Alvin A. Walter, Oct. 19. 

Scheck, Elmer E., St. John, Houghton Lake, 
and Mount Hope, Grayling, Mich., by F. H. 
Reimann, Oct. 19. 

Schulz, Arnold A., St. Paul, Wyoming, Minn., 
by Elmer Rimpler, Oct. 12. : 

Uhlig, Marvin A., Immanuel, Roseau (parish), 
Minn., by A. E. Petrowsky, Oct. 12. 

Van, Fred W., Zion, Matteson, Ill., by A. E. 
Krause, Oct. 19. 

Werling, Henry F., Trinity, Springfield, Mass., 
by Casimir S. David, Oct. 26. , 
Wright, Arthur F., asst., Shore Haven, Euclid, 
Ohio, by Edwin C. Abendroth, Sept. 28. 
Ziegler, Arthur H., Trinity, Cleveland, Ohio, 

by Werner H. Jurgens, July 13. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Feldkamp, Ralph E., Concordia, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by Osmar Lehenbauer, Sept. 28. 
Garske, Carl, St.John, La Porte, Ind., by 
M. E. Reinke, Sept. 21. 
Gottschalk, Lester A., Immanuel, Grand Forks, 
N. Dak., by John D. Fritz, Sept. 7. 
Krubsack, David H., as instructor, Walther 
Lutheran High School, at Immanuel, Elm- 
hurst, Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Sept. 21. 
Lindemann, Willis E., as instructor, Luther 
High School South, at St. Paul, Oak Lawn, 
Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Sept. 28. 
Stelling, Cand. G. Edmund, Bethany, Detroit, 
Mich., by Oswald G. L. Riess, Sept. 12. 
Teschke, Arthur H., as instructor, Luther High 
School North, at St. Andrew, Park Ridge, 
Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Oct. 19. 
Wenzel, Henry, St. Stephanus (Central School), 
St. Paul, Minn., by Theo. H. Goehle, Oct. 12. 


Official Notices 


Rev. G. A. Wagner has been appointed Vis- 
itor of Circuit 3, Southeastern District, to 
succeed Rev. A. W. Lehenbauer, who has ac- 
cepted a call into another District. 


Rev. Walter V. Roe, Jr., has been appointed 
Visitor of Circuit 4, Southeastern District, to 
succeed Rev. Robert L. Landeck, who has 
accepted a call into another District. — W1L- 
t1am H. Koun, President, Southeastern Dis- 
trict. 


Assignment of Calls 


Calls and applications for ministerial and 
teacher graduates, vicars, and supply students 
are to be in the office of the District Presi- 
dents by March 9, 1959. After processing the 
documents, the Presidents will forward them 
to the office of the dean at Concordia Sem- 
inary, St. Louis, and/or the School Office, by 
March 16, 1959. — WatTer F. Licutsinn, Chair- 
man, Board of Assignments. 


Call for Nominations 


Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, Il. 


The Board of Control of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., with the ap- 
proval of the Board for Higher Education, 
herewith invites all congregations and others 
entitled to do so, to nominate candidates for 
the positions of associate professor in religion 
and in education and psychology. 

Candidates must possess necessary spiritual 
and academic qualifications to give instruc- 
tion by word and example in their respective 
fields to those who will in turn become teach- 
ers in The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod. 
They should ordinarily have acquired the 
doctorate or be able to do so within a rea- 
sonable period of time. 

Candidates for the chair in religion should 
be prepared to teach courses in Bible history 
and interpretation, or Christian doctrine. Can- 
didates for the chair in education and psy- 
chology should be prepared to teach courses 
in areas of educational history, philosophy, 
materials and techniques, or in psychology. 

Send all nominations and pertinent infor- 
mation regarding candidates by January 12, 
1959, to the secretary of the Board of Con- 
trol. — Rev. Erwin L. Paut, Secretary, Board 
of Control, Concordia Teachers College, River 
Forest, Ill. 


Two Reminders on Social Security 


Pastors and male teachers who have been 
ordained for two or more years and who have 
not filed for inclusion in the Social Security 
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program, but wish to do so, have until April 
15, 1959, (a) to secure a Social Security Num- 
ber if they have none; (b) to complete their 
registration by signing and filing the waiver 
form 2031 with the nearest Internal Revenue 
office; and (c) to pay the back taxes for 1956 
and 1957 on earnings of $400 to $4,200. 

The ministers of religion in the above 
category who do not file by the above date 
will thereafter be excluded from participation 
in the Social Security program as long as they 
stay in the profession. ; 

Beginning January 1, 1959, there are in- 
creased benefits and an increased tax rate 
for all those participating in the Social Se- 
curity program. For ministers and other self- 
employed persons the tax rate will be 334%. 
The maximum retirement income at age 65 
or older will be $127 for the retiree and 
$190.50 for a retiree and wife, both being 
65 or older. The maximum earnings on which 
Social Security taxes will be paid will be 
$4,800. — THE Boarp oF SUPPORT AND PENSIONS. 


Tax Deduction for Lay Delegates 


Internal Revenue ruling 58-240 allows a lay- 
man who is a delegate to a church convention 
to claim his expenses as deductible contribu- 
tions to his church. These expenses include 
travel, meals, and lodging which are un- 
reimbursed, and solely attributable to, and 
directly connected with, his service as a del- 
egate to the church convention. Travel and 
overnight lodging must be involved. — THE 
Boarp oF SuPPORT AND PENSIONS. 


Telephone Calls 
to the Lutheran Building 


The phone number at the Lutheran Build- 
ing has been changed to CEntral 1-6969. The 
company to which the old number was as- 
signed complains that they are getting hun- 
dreds of our calls. Please mark the new 
number in your directory. — Ray RavuscHEr, 
Controller, The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. 


Notices 


Mount Pisgah Lutheran Church has been 
established at Hendersonville, N.C. Anyone 
knowing of Lutherans who have moved or 
retired to this area, or are planning to locate 
here, please write Rev. WattTer F. Stock, 640 
Fifth Avenue, West, Hendersonville, N. C. 


Grace Lutheran Church has been established 
in Orange, Tex. Sunday services are con- 
ducted at 10:30 A.M. in the American Legion 
Hall in Orange. Anyone knowing of Lu- 
therans or prospective Lutherans living in 
Orange, Bridge City, Orangefield, the Orange 
Naval Base, or any surrounding area, please 
notify Rev. Eucens Heckmann, 1014 Ruby 
Lane, Orange, Tex. 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in the 
Greater Montreal area, please notify Rev. H. 
E. BartscH, 585—40th Ave., Apt.2, Ville La 
Salle, Montreal 32, Quebec, Can. 


Available 


A set of green altar and pulpit paraments 
are available free to any needy mission. — 
Rev. JouHn L. BunpscHuH, Zion Lutheran 
Church, Fairmont, Okla. 


Opalescent windows: 6, 36’ 9744"; 12, 18” 
by 47”; for transportation costs. — St. PauL 
LuTHERAN CHuRCH, Glenn C. Ruhter, 615 Colo- 
rado Ave., Minden, Nebr. 


Baptismal font —for shipping expenses. — 
Mrs. Bruno THomasint, Secretary, Trinity 
“ried Guild, 211 N. Clayberg St., Bessemer, 

ich. 


_ Gothic altar, white, gold-leaf cove mold- 
ings. For cost of transportation. — ImMANUEL 
LuTHERAN CHuRCH, 1021 Spaight St., Madi- 


son 3, Wis. 
Wanted 


_ Used Communion set for mission congrega- 

tion. Will pay a reasonable amount. Write: 
Rev. Evucene Heckmann, Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1014 Ruby Lane, Orange, Tex. 


For use in Brazil—a small portable reed 
organ and used ministerial and choir robes. 
Write: Rev. F. C. Orren, Pilger, Nebr. 


Copies of “Zionsklinge” (‘Sounds from 
Zion”) with both German and English words. 
Will pay postage. — Watrer Protue, 516 
Bloom St., Red Bud, II. 


7 beg OE Ge vee es size, price, etc. — 
EV. ILLARD bs ocH, Trinity L 
Church, Yale, S. Dak. 43 i 


Altar and lectern cloths for mission con- 
gregation. Will pay transportation. Write: 
Mrs. James F. Voss, 912 Ridgecrest Dr., 
Wooster, Ohio. 
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Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bachert, William C., 200 West “I” St., 
North Little Rock, Ark. 

Bakalyar, Donovan A., Box 36, 
Circle Pines, Minn. 

Bartels, Wesley A., 765 Lemay Ferry Rd., 
St. Louis 23, Mo. 

Becker, Donald V., 1124 S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 7, Ill. 

Blemaster, Richard E., New Melle, Mo. 

Borchelt, Chap. Otto A., 1001 Edgehill Rd., 
Jacksonville, Il. 

Buszin, Prof. Walter, 41 Aberdeen PIl., 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Chellew, William J., R.2, Osage, Iowa 

Ebs, David W., 12559 Greenwood, 
Blue Island, Ill. 

Hackler, Robert G., 2112 Maple, 
Rapid City, S. Dak. 

Hannusch, William K., Box C, 
Lahoma, Okla. 

Kaestner, Harold, R. 7, Box 351 A, 
Lubbock, Tex. 

Keekley, Jon T., Roosevelt Rd., 
Harbound Hills, Hyde Park, N. Y. 

Kent, Samuel, 2712 Rosalie St., 
Houston 4, Tex. 

Kerekes, Robert S., Box 818, Ada, Okla. 

Kirsch, Martin G., Dodge Center, Minn. 

Kreyling, Paul, 49 — 3 Chome, 
Matsunami Cho, Niigata Shi, Japan 

Kriesel, Karl A., 313 Clark St., Mora, Minn. 

Leischner, Paul E., R. 1, Lohman, Mo. 

Littmann, Paul G., 3614 Sussex Rd., 
Baltimore 7, Md. 

Merdinyan, Wallace, 32 Cedar Grove Ave., 
New London, Conn. 

Metzdorf, Eric O., Seventh and Hudson, 
Oakley, Kans. 

Prange, Rudolph D., 589 Belmont, 
Belmont 58, Mass. 

Radtke, Chap. (Lt. Col.) Ralph R., 
fet yh aber Rd., Mitchel Air Force Base, 
N 


Raedeke, Ronald R., 1501 Robinson St., 
Regina, Sask., Can. 

Roehrs, Paul, 624 Grant St., Wausau, Wis. 

Starenko, Ronald C., 2328 Weisser Park 
Ave., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Strege, Paul H., 14, Miya-no-Mori, 
Kotoni-Cho, Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan 

Teuscher, Leland, 1400 “N”’ St., 
Auburn, Nebr. 

Weber, Erhardt P., 6521 N. E. 29th Ave., 
Portland 11, Oreg. 

Wolter, Robert E., c/o Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 142 E. Third St., Elmhurst, II. 

Wright, Arthur F., 812 Babbitt Rd., 
Cleveland 23, Ohio 

Wunrow, Gerald B., 3527 Pestalozzi St., 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 

Zapf, Edmund A., 2915 W. State St., 
Milwaukee 8, Wis. 

Zimmermann, Martin K., ¢c. r. m., 
1010 Sixth St., S. E., : 
Minneapolis 14, Minn. 

Zucker, Ernest H., em., 


2116 Dover Center Rd., Westlake, Ohio 
Teachers: : 
Becker, Larry, 611 W. St. Louis, 
Nashville, Il. 
Dinger, Ralph E., 5964 North Pointe Blvd., 
St. Louis 15, Mo. 
Domroese, Kenneth A., 7400 W. Augusta, { 
River Forest, Ill. 
Dubberstein, Berthold J., 420 S. Seminary, } 


Collinsville, I. 4 
Hinrichs, Vance, 2226 11th St., t 
Greeley, Colo. : 
Kessler, William, Watertown, Minn. 7 
Learman, David, 3510a Itaska, ? 
St. Louis 11, Mo. 
Lovekamp, Roy W., 215 E. Beecher, : 
Jacksonville, Ill. b 
Middendorf, Jack, Concordia Teachers | 
College, Seward, Nebr. 
Roberts, James O., 1111 Bonnie Brae, 
River Forest, Ill. y 
Topel, Stanley, 17621 W. Chicago; 
etroit 28, Mich. 
Tucker, Paul, Box 40 — Vet. Village, 
Stillwater, Okla. 


Articles, church news, announce- 


ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LurHERAN Witness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WrrNness 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 


3 . 
Notice - 
: 

‘ 


18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS : 


- Letters 


Ground breaking for Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church for the Deaf in Los Angeles. 


L.-r.: Rev. A. T. Jonas, pastor; Zadie King, 
member of the first confirmation class for the 
deaf in Los Angeles; Rev. W. H. Lange, Mis- 
sionary to the Deaf. 


Communicating with the Deaf 


I was happy to learn of the work the 
Missouri Synod is doing for the deaf and 
the blind as told in the August 12 issue 
of the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 

I was particularly interested in the ar- 
ticle “The Deaf Hunger for the Word.” It 
portrayed vividly the lack of understand- 
ing the hearing have for the deaf. 

Communicating with the hard-of-hearing 
can be difficult, it is true, but if we re- 
member certain points in good speech 
habits, we will find it easier. Perhaps the 
readers of the LUTHERAN WITNESS would 
be interested in the following rules, which 
appeared in Better Hearing: 

1. Talk at a moderate rate. 

2. Emphasize distinctness of 
rather than loudness. 

3. Don’t drop your voice at the end of 
a sentence. 

4. When introducing people, pronounce 
their names carefully. 

5. Face the hearing-aid user whenever 
possible while speaking. 

6. If the hard-of-hearing person also lip- 
reads, you can help by: 

a. Removing pipe or cigarette from your 
mouth while speaking. 

b. Facing the light so it is possible to 
get a good view of your face. 

c. Avoiding excessive gestures — they 
distract attention. 

d. Avoiding rapid speech. 


I might add that I was a hard-of-hearing 
person, but I daily thank God that my 
hearing was restored through surgery. 


Waterloo, lowa OpaL V. MILLER 


speech 


Thanks from Indonesia 


First of all I sincerely appreciate your 
publishing my name and address in the 
WITNEss last year (January 1957), be- 
cause since that time I have received many 
copies of the WITNESS, tracts, Portals of 
Prayer, and other religious materials. 

IT am thankful to the kind Lutherans 
of your country for the help they have 
given to me and to my folks. I think 


DECEMBER 2, 1958 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


I should tell you here that those magazines 
and tracts which I received from your 
readers are very helpful to us to know 
more deeply about Christianity. I have 
passed on all those things to my Christian 
friends and to others who are “sympathiz- 
ing” with our faith. I say sympathizing 
because some of them are not Christians, 
they are Mohammedans. 

You know how much it means just to 
win a soul for Christ in this country, 
which is predominantly Moslem. 

As yet you have no missionary station 
here. When will you start one? 

Dear sir, thank you very much for your 
wonderful WITNEss, which regularly visits 
and encourages me in my daily life. 

REDERY WILMAR 

Bandung, Indonesia 


For the Record 


The WITNESS of October 21, 1958, un- 
der “District Conventions” contains the 
following sentence in the report of the 
Minnesota District: “The Park Region 
Conference won endorsement of an over- 
ture asking Synod for formation of a new 
synodical District in northern Minnesota.” 
... The District at its recent convention 
merely granted the Park Region Confer- 
ence permission to petition Synod for the 
formation of a new District. 


(REv.) WALTER H. BouMan, Secretary 
Minnesota District 
Good Thunder, Minn. 


Pay 50% of Student Fees 


Redeemer Lutheran Church of Kokomo, 
Ind., adopted the following resolution on 
October 26, 1958: 

“In the interest of encouraging quali- 
fied boys from Redeemer Congregation to 
study for the holy ministry, our congre- 
gation shall make available a Scholarship 
Fund amounting to an annual appropria- 
tion of 50% (fifty per cent) of the room, 
board, and educational fees during high 
school, college, and seminary years at one 
of our Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod institutions. 

“This fund shall be administered by 
the deacons. To establish the fund, special 
‘Pastoral Scholarship’ envelopes shall be 
inserted quarterly with our regular offer- 
ing envelopes. Additional funds, which 
might be needed in any given year, shall 
be added from our regular treasury. 


“To inaugurate this fund, the 1958 
Thanksgiving envelopes shall be used for 
a scholarship fund.” 

As of September 5, this congregation 
has a paid parish secretary. 


(REv.) RUDOLPH A. RITZ 
Kokomo, Ind. 


“Think Twice” 


Alfred Doerffler’s stirring article, “God 
in History” (LUTHERAN WITNESS, Oc- 
tober 21), deserves praise and prayerful 
consideration, as well as self-examination, 
by every Christian in America. Let us 
think twice before we say: “It can’t hap- 
pen to us!” Thank God for this very 
“timely” and truthful exhortation. 


(Mrs. AuGust W.) BILLIE HARMS 
Orange, Calif. 


Selma President Replies 


This letter is being written in reply to 
the one appearing in these columns in the 
Oct. 7 issue, p. 479, under the heading 
“Unfortunate.” 

We who are responsible for the policies 
and methods of Alabama Lutheran Acad- 
emy and College, Selma, Ala., at all times 
welcome evaluations. 

Synodical Conference missionaries found 
in this area vast numbers of people in 
gross darkness. Insurmountable difficulties, 
humanly speaking, were realized on ac- 
count of segregation customs. Yet in 
deep love for souls Synodical Conference 
laborers preached the Gospel and estab- 
lished Christian day schools as the Lord 
Himself opened the door. 

In the firm conviction that the Gospel 
of peace, love, and hope in Christ Jesus 
is God’s way to overcome evil rather than 
by the violence of the “sword” (Matthew 
26:52) these laborers remained true to 
their great calling. Many more laborers 
were needed. Therefore Alabama Lutheran 
Academy and College was founded. 

We rejoice that in this hour of great 
need and in this period of intense con- 
troversies on methods, the Cleveland con- 
vention of the Synodical Conference was 
moved to expand the much-overcrowded 
facilities of this Christian school to a new 
60-acre site near the present location. 

We are asking fellow Lutherans to pray 
for God’s continued guidance and bless- 
ings upon ministerial and teacher training 
in this school in order that many more 
souls shall be brought to the Savior “while 
it is day.” 

The membership of the board of control 
and the faculty of Alabama Lutheran 
Academy and College are biracial. 

Selma, Ala. WALTER H. ELLWANGER 


Attendance at the VBS of Zion Church, Mitchell, S. Dak., averaged 231. Twenty-seven 
teachers assisted Rev. John E. Lutze. 
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A Splendid, de Luxe 
Christmas Gift filled with 


a lifetime of inspiring 
reading joys 


DAT 
LUTHER 
SAYS 


$5 PRE-PUBLICATION SAVING 
Before December 15, 1958 ..._........... 


After December 15, 1958 ................. 


Compiled by When you make a gift to yourself, your family, some cherished friend or deserving servant 
of your church, choose this magnificent 3-volume anthology of spiritual gems from the com- 
EWALD M. PLASS plete writings of Martin Luther. You can be sure of giving the best of reading. Every page 

grips the imagination and heart. Reading and sharing Luther is sheer delight. 


A delight to the eye WHAT LUTHER SAYS brings together for the first time anywhere in the English-speaking world 
pf more than 5,100 choice Luther selections on 200 subjects of abiding and practical importance, 

and a joy to use all alphabetically and topically arranged for quick and easy reference. 

3 volumes. Total, 1,692 pages. Truly, WHAT LUTHER SAYS is a prized possession whose value grows each time you dip into 

Over-all size of set, 6% by 10% its enriching pages. Also will make a highly appropriate and appreciated gift for your 

by 51%. Large, easy-to-read type. minister or church library. 


Double column. Genuine gold 


stamping on cover and backbone. Beautiful Christmas GIFT CERTIFICATE 


Comprehensive Topical, General, 

and Scripture Index. Housed in A beautiful GIFT CERTIFICATE is available on request for those purchasing WHAT 
LUTHER SAYS as a Christmas gift. This de luxe embossed certificate will announce 
to the recipients that they will receive from you immediately after publication on 
dramatizing highlights from Lu- January 15, 1959, the handsome 3-volume anthology WHAT LUTHER SAYS. 
ther's life. Request Certificate on coupon below. 


RESERVE YOUR SET NOW — AND SAVE $5.00 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI fies 


a beautiful, pictorial slipcase 


Please reserve my personal set of WHAT LUTHER SAYS, No. 15W1232 at your special pre-publication offer of $20.00. 
| understand by ordering now | save $5, and that after December 15, 1958, the regular retail price of $25.00 will 
prevail. Send WHAT LUTHER SAYS immediately after publication, January 15, 1959, 


Please handle my reservation as follows: 


(1 BILL ME upon publication (Jan. 15, 1959) at the special pre-publication price of $20.00. 


CO 1! ENCLOSE $5.00 as first payment on your Easy-Time-Payment Pl Bal i 
installments beginning January 1959. i acai a a 


(J | ENCLOSE my check for $20.00. Postage prepaid. 
0 Please send me your free descriptive folder, 


! am purchasing WHAT LUTHER SAYS as a gift. Please send me your Free Gift Announcement Folder. C) Check here 


Name NEE EE eee 
Address 
City Zone; Stale 


